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l*he  earliest  information  the  publisher  is  yet  able  to , 
obtain  of  the  origin  of  the  New  England  Primer,  k 
contained  in  an  Advertisement,  found  in'the  extract 
below,  copied  from  an  Almanac  now  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society's  Library,  in  Boston. 

'      IRA  WEBSTER. 

Boston,  August  9th,  1844. 


ALMANA  CK 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Coeleftial  Motions, 
Afpecls,  &c.  For  the  year  of  the  Chriflian 
Empire,  1691. 


By  Henry  Newman,  Philomath. 


Printed ,  by  R.  Pierce  for  Benjamin  Harris  at 
the  London  Coffee- Houfe  in  Boston,  1691. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

There  is  now  in  the  Preff,  and  will  fuddenly  be  ex- 
tant, a  Second  Impreffion  of  the  New  England  Primer 
enlarged,  to  which  is  added,  more  Directions  for  Spell- 
ing ;  the  Prayer  of  K.  Edward  the  6th>  and  Verfes  made 
by  Mr.  Rogers  the  Martyr  t  left  as  a  Legacy  to  his  Chil- 
dren. 

Sold  by  Benjamin  Harris,  at  the  London  Coffee-House 
itiBofton." 


INTRODUCTION 

TO    THE    PRESENT  EDITION. 

The  pious  Baxter,  who  knew  well  the  greater  part 
of  the  W estminster  Assembly  of  Divines,  says,  that 
the  Christian  world/since  the  days  of  the  Apostles, 
never  had  a  Synod  of  more  excellent  divines.  The 
Assembly  was  convened  in  1643,  and  was  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  divines,  or  presbyters, 
thirty  lay  assessors,  and  Jive  commissioners  from 
Scotland.    It  sat  more  than  Jive  years  and  a  half. 

Our  Puritan  Fathers  brought  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chism with  them  across  the  ocean,  and  laid  it  on 
the  same  shelf  with  the  family  Bible.  They  taught 
it  diligently  to  their  children,  every  Sabbath.  And 
while  a  few  of  their  descendants,  now  in"  the  even- 
ing of  life,  remember  every  question  and  answer ; 
many,  not  yet  advanced  to  life's  meridian,  can 
never  forget  when  every  Saturday  forenoon,  they 
had  to  take  a  regular  catechising  in  the  common 
school,  commencing  with  the  a,  b,  c,  oaken-bench 
doss, "  What  is  the  chiefAend  of  man  V1 

If  in  this  Catechism,  the  true  and  fundamental 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  expressed  in  fewer  and 
better  words  and  definitions  than  in  any  other  sum- 
mary, why  ought  we  not  now  to  train  up  a  child  in 
the  way  he  should  go  ? — why  not  now  put  him  in 
possession  of  the  richest  treasure  that  ever  human 
wisdom  and  industry  accumulated,  to  draw  from  1 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  Society  of  ladies  was  formed  in  Boston,  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Whitefield,  for  improvement  in  personal  piety,  and  to  pray  for 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom.  The  Society  met 
weekly  for  prayer,  "reading  some  sound  and  serious  book," 
singing,  and  other  exercises  adapted- to  "spiritual^  edification." 
"  We  also  agree,"  say  they,  "  once  a  quarter,  to"spend  the  day 
in  prayer  and  other  duties  of  religion,  our  special  errand  at  the 
throne  of  grace  to  ask  for  the  outpouring  of  the' Spirit  of  God 
on  us,  our  families,  and  the  world  of  mankind."  "  Once  a  quar- 
ter, the  exercises  shall  be  so  shortened,  as  to  have  room  to  ask 
ourselves  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism,  that  so  we  may 
keep  in  our  minds  that  excellent  form  of  sound  words."  This 
edition  of  the  New  England  Primer,  is  a  reprint  and  fac-simile 
of  one  of  those  owned  and  used  by  that  Society. 

A  community  of  Boston  ladies  of  "  the  olden  time,"  enroll- 
ing the  bright  names  and  embodying  the  choice  influences  of  the. 
mothers  of  this  Israel — the  Masons  and  the  Waterses  of  hal- 
lowed memory — assembled  quarterly  to  refresh  their  minds 
from  this  Primer.    The  fact  needs  no  comment.* 

N.  B.  This  statement  is  from  a  lady  who  was  a  member  of 
the  above  Society,  and  from  the  documents  of  the  Society  io 
her  possession. 


CERTIFICATES. 

At  the  request  of  the  publisher,  the  following  certificate  ho* 
been  furnished  by  a  gentleman  who  has  given  much  attention 
to  the  subject  of  early  School  Books  and  Catechisms  in  thii 
country. 

"The  edition  of  the  New  England  rrimer^published  in  1843  by  Mr.  Ir* 
Webster,  of  Hartford,  is  a  correct  reprint  of  the  oldest  copy  of  that  re- 
markable work,  of  which  I  have  any  kaowledge  ;  perhaps  the  oldest  copy 
now  extant.  All  other  reprints  which  I  have  seen,  have  been  considerably 
altered— modernized— from  the  original. 

Cambridge,  Oct.  20,  184$.  GEORGE  LIVERMORE." 


•  "Most  valuable  of  every  thing  y  is  the  education  and  prindpUf 
draun  from  the  mother's  knee."—  Upshur. 

1* 


CERTIFICATES.  # 


Communicated  by  Rev.  Thomas  Williams  : — 

rt  The  edition  of  the  New  England  Primer,  which  has  been  published  by 
Mr.  Ira  Webster,  of  Hartford,  in  the  year  1843,  is  the  only  genuine  and 
correct  edition  of  that  valuable  and  wonderful  book  that  has  been  to  be 
obtained  for  many  years.  Ix  is  probably  more  than  fifty  years  since  there 
has  been  printed  a  complete  and  correct  edition  of  the  Primer,  except  the 
one  printed  by  Mr.  Webster.  His  edition  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  Primer 
that  was  used  by  families  and  schools  in  my  youth,  sixty  years  ago,  and  I 
suppose  it  had  been  used  for  fifty  or  a  hundred  years  before  that  time.  The 
genuine  copy  of  the  Primer,  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  and  its  extensive 
usefulness  in  former  years,  has  now  become  an  object  of  interesting-  and 
beneficial  curiosi.ty.  THOMAS  WILLIAMS." 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  June  23,  A.D.  1844. 

We,  the  subscribers,  concur  in  the  preceding  statements 

THOMAS  ROBBINS, 
JOEL  HA  WES, 
Hartford.  Oct,  30,  1849  T.  H.  GALL  A  UDET, 

Bangor.  ENOCH  POND, 

*  HEMAN  HUMPHREY. 

*  Mr.  Ira  Webster  has  published  a  correct  reprint  of  the  oldest  copy  of 
the  New  England  Primer,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge.  We 
thank  Mr.  Webster  for  this  reprint  and  fac-simile  of  that  remarkable  book  ; 
and  commend  it  most  heartily  to  our  readers  and  friends."— New  Orleans 
Presbyterian,  Jan.  1850. 

**  The  New  England  Primer:  Ira  Webster,  '  Hartford.-r-This  is  an 
exact  reprint  from  one  of  the  earliest  copies  of  this  priceless  little  compen- 
dium, which,  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  has  been  to  almost  every  man 
born  irt  New  England  the  first  book  in  religion,  and  tq,thousands  has  stood 
in  the  same  office  in  literature.  We  are  glad,  in  a  new  edition,  still  to  be- 
hold the  old  face."— New.  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Sept.  9lh,  1850. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  Pond,  Bangor,  Me. : — 

•I  need  net  say  that  1  admire  the  Assembly's  Catechism.  I  learned  it 
when  a  child,  and  can  repeat  it,  verbatim,  to  this  day.  I  have  taught  it  to 
my  family  every  Sabbath, ^ver  since  I  had  a  family.  Perhaps  to  no  other 
uninspired  work,  unless  it  be  Watts'  Psalms  and  Hymns,  is  the  Church, 
using  the  English  language,  so  much  indebted,  as  to' the  Assembly's  Cat* 
echism.  ♦  ENOCH  POND." 


The  publisher  of  this  edition,  from  one  of  1777,  (wishing  to 
obtain  information  of  still  older  copies,)  would  say  that  he  ha* 
in  his  possession  three  Primers ;  two  printed  in  Boston,  1770, 
1777,  and  one  in  Providence,  1775,  all  the  same,  after  the  titl* 


» 


A.  Divine  Song  of  Praife  to  G  0  D ,  for  a  Child, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watts. 

JfjfO\%  glorious  is  our  heavenhj  King% 

Wlio  reigns  above  the  Sky  ! 
How  fhall  a  Child  prefunte  to  Jlng 
His  dreadful  Majefiy ! 

How  great  his  Power  is  none  can  tell, 

Nor  think  how  large  his  Grace : 
Nor  men  below,  nor  Saints  that  dwell 
%   On  high  before  his  Face. 

Nor  Angels  that  fland  round  the  Lord% 

Can  fearch  his  fecret  unll : 
But  they  perform  his  heavenly  Wordy 

And  Jing  his  Praifes  ftill. 

'    Then  let  me  join  this  holy  Train, 
And  my  fir  ft  OP  rings  bring; 
The  eternal  GOD  will  not  difdain 
To  hear  an  Infant  fing. 

My  Heart  refolves,  my  Tongue  obeys f 

And  Angels  fhall  rejoice,. 
To  hear  their  mighty  Maker's  Praife, 

Sound  from  a  feeble  Voice. 


THE 


NEW-ENGLAND 

|P  R  I  M  E  R| 


IMPRO  V  E  D 

^For  the  more  eafy  attaining  the  true^T 
reading  of  Englifh. 

TO    WHICH     18  ADDED 

►The  Affembly  of  Divines,  artd< 
Mr.  Cotton's  Catechifm. 


BOS  T  O  N : 

^Printed  by  Edward  Draper,^ 
jjp    his  Printing-Office,  in  Newbury- 
Street,  and  Sold  by  J  o  h  n  B  o  y  l  e< 
in  Marlborough- Street.  1777. 


The  young  Infant's  or  Child's  morn- 
ing Prayer.    From  Dr.  Watts. 

ALMIGHTY  God  the  Maker  of  every 
Thing  in  Heaven  and  Earth ;  the  Dark- 
nefs  goes  aivay,  and  the  Day  light  comes  at  thy 
Command.    Thou  art  good  and  doeft  good  con- 
tinually. 

I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  taken  fuck  Care  of 
me  this  Night,  and  that  I  am*alive  and  well  this 
Morning. 

Save  me,  O  God,  from  Evil,  all  this  Day  long, 
and  let  me  love  and  ferve  thee  forever,  for  the 
Sake  of  Jefus  Chrijl  thy  Son.    A  m  e.n  . 

The  Infant's  or   young  Child's 
Evening  Prayer.    From  Dr.  Watts. 

OL  OR  D  God  who  knowejlall  Things,  thou 
feeft  me  by  Night  as  ivell  as  by  Day. 
I  fray  thee  for  ChrifVs  Sake,  forgive  me  wkaU 
'Joever  1  have  done  amifs  this  Day,  and  keep  me 
all  this  Night,  while  I  am  ajlecp. 

I  defire  to  lie  down  under  thy  Care,  and 
to  abide  forever  under  thy  Bleffing,  for  thou 
art  a  God  of  all  Power  and  everlafting  Mercy. 
A  me  N . 


abcdefghijklm^ 
nopqrfstuv  ^ 

w  x  y  z  £ 
Vowels.  ^ 

a  e  i  o  u  y. 

Confonants. 
cdfgh  jklmnpqr  f  stvw  x  zS 

Double  Letters. 

ff'fiflffiffifhfiffififf  ii 

^  Italick  Letters. 

%Aa  Bb  Cc  Dd  Ee  Ff  Gg 
yfcli  Jj  Kk  LI  Mm  Nn  Oo  Pp  Qq 
MRr  Sfs  Tt  Uu  VvWw  Xx  Ty  Zz 

Jjl  Italick  Double  Letters. 


Great  Letters. 


ABCDEFGHI JKLMNO 
PQRSTUWXYZ. 


Ab 

eb 

ib 

ob 

ub 

ac 

ec 

ic 

oc 

uc 

ad 

ed 

id 

od 

ud 

af 

ef 

if 

of 

uf 

ag 

eg 

i** 

og 

ug 

aj 

6j 

U 

°j 

uj 

ak 

ek 

ik 

ok 

uk 

al 

el 

il 

ol 

ul 

am 

em 

im 

om 

am 

an 

en 

in 

on 

un 

ap 

ep 

op 

ar 

er 

ir 

or 

nr 

as 

es 

is 

OS 

us 

si 

et 

it 

ot 

ui 

av 

ev 

ir 

ov 

uv 

ax 

ex 

ix 

ox 

ux 

az 

ez 

iz 

oz 

uz 

Eafy 


Ea/y  Syllables,  fyc. 
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Syllable, 

Age 

all 

Oil 

CUV 

Babe 

beef 

beft 

bold 

Cat 

cake 

crown 

cup 

Deal 

dead 

dry 

dull 

Words  of  ,one  Syllable. 


Eat 

ear 

eggs 

eyes 

Face 

feet 

fiHi 

foul 

Gate 

good 

grafs 

great 

Hand 

hat 

head 

heart 

Ice 

ink 

ifle 

jobb 

Kick 

kind 

kneel 

know 

Lamb 

lame 

land 

long 

Made 

mole . 

moon 

mouth 

Name 

night 

noife 

noon 

Oak 

once 

onO; 

jounce 

Pain 

pair 

pence 

pound 

Quart 

queen 

\  quick 

quilt 

Rain 

raife ' 

rofe 

run 

Saint 

fage 

fait 

faid 

Take 

talk 

time 

throat 

Vain 

vice 

vile 

view 

Way 

wait 

wafte 

would 

Words  of  two  Syllables. 

Ab-fent 

ab-hor 

a-pron 

au-thor 

Ba-bel 

be-came 

be-guile 

bold-ly 

Ca-pon 

cel-lar 

con-ftant 

cub-boaxd 

Dai-ty 

de-pend 

di-vers 

du-ty 

Ea-gle 

ea-ger 

en-close 

e-ven 

Fa-ther 

fa-mous 

fe-male 

fu-ture 

Ga-ther 

gar-den 

gra-vy 

glo-ry 

Words  of  two  Syllables. 


Hei-nous  hate-ful     hu-mane  hus-band 

In-fant  in-deed     in-cence  i-fland 

Ja-cob  jeal-ous    juf-tice  ju-lep 

La-bour  la-den       la-dy  la-zy 

Ma-ny  ma-ry       mo-tive  rau-fick 

Words  of  three  Syllables. 
A-bu*fing       a-mend-ing  ar-gu-ment 


Bar-ba-rous 

Cal-cu-late 

Dam-ni-fy 

Ea-ger-ly  ■ 

Fa-cul-ty 

Gar-de-ner 

Hap-pi-ness 


be-ne-fit 
can-die-stick 
dif-  fi*cult 
em-ploy-ing 
fa-mi-ly 
glo-ri-ous 
har-mo-nv 


beg-gar-ly 
con-foun-ded 
drow-A-nefs 
evi-dence 
fu-ne-ral 
gra-ti-tude 
ho-li-nefa 


Words  of  four  Syllables. 


A-bi-li-ty 
Be-ne-6-tcd 
Ca-la-mi-ty 
De-li-ca-cy 


ac-com-pa-ny 
be-a-ti-tude 


af-fec-li-on 
be-ne-vo-lent 


ca-pa-ci-ty  ce-re-mo-ny 

di-li-gent-ly  du-ti-ful-ly 

E-dy-fy-ing     e-ver-laft-ing  e-vi-dent-ly 

Fe-bru-a-ry     fi-de-li-ty  for-mi-da-bly 

Gc-ne-ral-ly    glo*ri-fy-ing  gra-ci-ou«-ly 


Words  of 
A*bo*mi-na*ble 
Be-ne-dic-ti-on 
Ce-ie-bra-ti-on 
.De-cla-ra-tMm 
E-du-ca-ti-on 
For-ni-ca-ti-on 
Ge-ne-ra-ti-on 

Words  of 
A.-bo-mi-na-ti-on 
Be-ne-fi-ci-al-ly 
Con-ti-nu-a-ti-on 
De-ter-mi-na-ti-on 
E-di-fi-ca-ti-on 
Fa*mi-li-a-ri-ty 


five  Syllables* 
ad-rni-ra-ti-on 
be-ne*fi-ci-al 
con-fo-la-ti-on 
de-di-ca-ti-on 
ex-hor-ta-ti-on 
fer-mcn-ta-ti-on 
ge-ne-ro-fi-ty 

fix  Syllables. 
Gra-ti-fi-ca-ti-on 
Hu-mi-li-a-ti-on 
I-ma-gi~na-ti-on 
Mor-ti-fi-ca-ti-on 
Pu-ri-fi-ca-ti-on 
Qua-li-fl-ca-ti-on 


*  A  Leffon  for  Children. 
Pray  to  God.  Call  no  ill  names* 


Love  God. 
Fear  God. 
Serve  God. 
Take  not  God's 
Name  in  vain. 
Do  not  Swear. 
Do  not  Steal. 

Cheat  not  in  your  pi  ay.  Strive  to  learn. 
Play  not  Avith  bad  boys.  Be  not  a  Dunce* 


Ufe  no  ill  words. 
Tell  no  lies. 
Hate  Lies. 
Speak  the  Truth. 
Spend  your  Time  well 
Love  your  School. 
Mind  your  Book. 


In  Adam's  Fall 
We  finned  all. 


Heaven  to  find, 
The  Bible  Mind. 


Chrifi  crucify'd 
For  tinners  dy\L 


The  Deluge  drown'd 
The  Earth  around. 


Elijah  hid 
By  Ravens  fed* 


The  judgment  made 
Felix  afraid. 


As  runs  the  Glass, 
Our  Life  doth  pass. 


My  Book  and  Heart 
Must  never  part. 


Job  feels  the  Rod,- 
Yet  bleffes  GOD. 


Proud  Koran's  troop 
Was  fwajlowed  up 

Lot  fled  to  Zoar> 
Saw  fiery  Shower 
On  Sodom  pour. 

Moses  was  he 
Who  Israels  Hoft 
Led  ihro'  the  Sea. 


Noah  did  view 
The  old  \vorld  &  new 

Young  Ob  adias, 
David,  .Tobias 
All  were  pious.  , 

Peter  deny'd 
His  Lord  and  cry'd. 

Queen  Esther  lues 
And  faves  the  Jeuw. 


Young  pious  R  u  t  h  «. 
Left  all  tor  Truth. 


Young  Sam  *  t  dear 
The  Lord  did  fear. 


Young  Timothy 
Learnt  fin  to  fly. 


Vasthi  for  Pride, 
Was  fet  afide. 


Whales  in  the  Sea., 
GOD's  Voice  obey. 


Xerxes  did  die, 
And  fo  muft  L 


While  youth  do  chear 
Death  may  be  near. 

Zaccheiis  be 
Did  climb  the  Tree 
Our  Lord  to  fee. 


WHO  was  the  firft  man  1  Adam, 
Who  was  the  firft  woman  ?  Eve. 
Who  was  the  firft  Murderer  1  Cain. 
Who  was  the  firft  Martyr  ?  Abel. 
Who  was  the  firft  Tranilated  1  Enoch. 
Who  was  the  oldeft  Man  ?  MethufelaJu 
Who  built,  the  Ark  ?  „  AfoaA. 

Who  was  the  Patienteft  Man  ?  Job. 
Who  was  the  Meekeft  Man  ?  Mo/b* 
Who  led  Ifrael  into  Canaan  ?  Jojhua. 
Who  was  the  Wrongest  Man  ?  Sampfon-. 
Who  killed  Goliah?  David. 
Who  was  the  vvifeft  Man  ■  Solomoiu 
Who  was  in  the  Whale's  Belly  J  Jonah* 
Who  faves  loft  Men  ?  CArt/?. 
Who  is  Jcfu's  Chrifi  ?  The  Son  of  God. 
Who  was  the  Mother  of  Chrifi?  Mary. 
Who  betrayed  his  Mafter  '(  Judas. 
Who  denied  his  Mafter  ?  Peter. 
Who  was  the  firft  Chriftian  Martyr  1  Stephen, 
Who  was  chief  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles?  Paul. 
The  Infant's  Grace  before  and  after  Meat. 
T>  LESS  me,  0  Lord,  and  let  my  food 
ftrengther  me  to  Serve  thee,  for  Jesus 
ChriH\s  fake.  Amen. 
TDefire  to  thank  God  who  gives  me  food 
to  eat  every  day  of  my  life.  Amen. 


WHAT's  right  and  good  now  Chew  me 
Lord,  and  lead  me  by  thy  grace  and 
word.  Thus  fhall  I  be  a  child  of  God,  and 
love  and  fear  thy  hand  and  rod. 

An  Alphabet  of  Leffons  for  Youth. 
\    Wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father,  but  a 
foolifhfon  is  the  heavinefs  of  his  mother  / 
'O  Etter  is  a  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord* 
than  great  treasure  &  trouble  therewith. 

COme  iinto  Chrift  all  yj  that  labor  and  are 
heavy  laden  and  he  will  give  you  reft. 

DO  not  the  abominable  thing  whichlliato 
faith  the  Lord. 
Xcept  a  man  be  bcrn  again,  he  cannot 
fee  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Xj^  Oolifhnefs  is.  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a 
child,  but  the  rod  of  correction  fhall 
drive  it  far  from  him. 

GODLINES3  is  profitable  unto  all  things, 
having  the  promife  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
TJOLINESS  becomes  GOD' s  houfe 
-*•**•  for  ever. 

IT  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  unto 
GOD, 


KEEP  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for 
out  of  it  are  the  iflues  of  life. 
X   IARS  ihall  have  their  part  in  the  lake 

which  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone. 
TVTANY  are  the  afflictions  of  the  right- 
d-*J-  ous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth  them 
i|  out  of  them  all. 

j  TVTOW  is  the  accepted  tirtfe,*iow  is  the 
I         day  of  falvation. 

OUT  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  fpeaketh. 
DRAY  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret ; 

and  thy  Father  which  fees  in  fecret 
(hall  reward  thee  openly.^ 

aUlT  you  like  men,  be  ftrong,  Hand  fafl 
in'  the  faith. 

REMEMBER  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth. 

SEeft  thou  a  man  wife  in  his  own  conceit, 
there  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  of  him. 
HP  RUST  in  God  at  all'  times,  ye  people, 

pour  out  your  hearts  before  him. 
TTPON  the  wicked,  God  (hall  rain  an 
^  horrible  tempeft. 

to  the  wicked,  it  (hall  be  ill  with 
*  l    him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hands 
fhall  be  given  him. 


EV  HORT  one  another  daily  while  it  hs< 
called  to  day,  led  any  of  you  be 
hardened  thro'  the  deeeitfulnefs  of  fin. 

YOUNG  men  ye  have  overcome  the 
wicked  one. 

ZEai  hath  confumecl  me,  becaufe  thy  ene- 
mies have  forgotten  the  word  of  God. 

The  LORD'S  Prayer, 

OUR  Father  which  art  in  heaven, hallow- 
ed be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come. 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  ; 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread..  And  for- 
give us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation.  But  deli- 
ver us  from  evil.  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,, 
the  power  and  the  glory,  forever.  .  Ame  nJ 
The  CREED. 

1 BELIEVE  in  God  the  Father  Almighty 
M'*ker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  Jefui 
Chrift  hfs  only  Son  our  Lord,  which  wasconi- 
ceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  fullered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cru- 
cified, dead  and  buried.  He  defcended  into; 
hell.  The  third  day  he  arofe  again  from 
the  dead,  and  ?fcended  into  heaven,  and  fit- 
teth  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  the  Father, 


Almighty.  From  thence  he  (hall  come  to 
judge  both  the  quick  anduhc  des,d.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  Holy  GKoft,  the  Holy  Catholic 
Church,  the  communion  of  Saints,  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins,  the  refurrection  of  the  body, 
ah4  the  life  everlafting.  Amen. 

Dr.  Watts's  Cradle  Hymn. 
TTT  W  8  H  my  dear,  lie  ftlljf  and  llumber, 
.!_JL    \\o\y  angels  guard  thy  bed, 
.Heavenly  bleiTings  without  number, 

gently  falling  on  thy  head.  -  '■> 

Sleep  my  babe,  thy  food  and  raiment 
1    houfe  and  home  thy  friends  provide, 
All  without  thy  care  or  payment, 

all  thy  wants  are  well  fuppiyd. 
How  „mnch  better  thou'rt  attended, 

than  the  Son  pf  God  could  be, 
When  from  heaven  he  defcended, 

and  became  a  child  like  thee. 
Soft  and  eafy  i?  thy  cradle, 

coarfe  and  hard  thy  Saviour  lay, 
When  his  birth-place  was  a  ftabie, 

and  his  fofteft  bed  was  hay. 
BleiTed  Babe  1  what  glorious  features, 

fpotlefs  fair,  divinely  bright ! ! 
'  Mufl  he  dwell  with  brutal  creatures, 


how  could  angels  bear  the  light ! 
Was  there  nothing  but  ft  manger, 

curfed  fmners  could  afford, 
To  receive  the  heavenly  Itranger  ; 

did  they  thus  affront  their  Lord. 
Soft  my  child  I  did  not  chide  thee, 

tho'  my  foiig  may  found  too  hard  ; 
Tis  thy  mother  fits  befide  thee,  • 

and  her  arms  fhall  be  thy  guard. 
Yet  to  rea£  'he  fhameful  ftory, 

how  the*  Jews  ahusVl  their  King, 
Hew  thtvy  ferv'd  the  Lord  of1  glory, 

makes  me  angry  while  I  fing. 
See  the  kinder  lhepherds  round  him, 

telling  wonders  from  the  fky ; 
There  they  fought  him,  there  they  found  |iim 
1      with  his  Virgin  Mother' by. 
See  the  lovely  Babe  a  dreflmg  ; 

lovely  Infant  how  he  smil'd ! 
When  he  wept,  the  Mother's  blefFing 

soolh'd  and  hufh'd  the  holy  child. 
Lo  !  he  llumbers  in  his  manger,  - 

where  the  horned  oxen  fed  ; 
Peace  my  darling  here's  no  dange", 

here's  no  Ox  a  near  thy  bed. 
Twas  to  fave  thee,  child  from  dyiog 

fave  my  dear  from  burning  flame, 


Bitter  groans  and  endlefs  crying, 

that  thy  bleft  Redeemer  came. 
May'ft  thou  live  to  know  and  fear  him, 

truft  and  love  him  all  thy  days  ! 
Then  go  dwell  for  ever  near  him, 

fee  his  face  and  ling  his  praife, 
I  could  give  thee  thoiifand  kiffes,  ♦ 

hoping  what  J  mofl  defire  : 
Not  a  mother's  fondeft  wifhes, 

can  to  greater  joys  afpire. 

Verses  for  Children.  t 

THOUGH  I  am  young  a  little  one, 
If  I  can  fpeak  and  go  alone., 
.Then  I  mull  learn  to  know  the  Lord, 
And  learn  to  read  his  holy  wordv 
*Tis  time  to  feek  to  God  and  pray 
For  what  I  want  for  every  day : 
I  have  a  precious  foul  to  fave, 
And  I  a  mortal  body  have, 
Tho'  I  am  young  yet  I  may  die, 
And  haften  to  eternity  : 
There  is  a  dreadful  tiery  hell, 
Where  wicked  ones  must  always  dwell : 
There  is  a  heaven  full  of  joy, 
Where  godly  ones  must  always  ftay : 
To  one  of  thefe  my  foul  must  rly, 
As  in  a  moment  when  1  die : 


When  God  that  made  me,  calls  me  home, 

I  mud  hot  stay  I  muft  be  gone. 

He  gave  me  life,  and  gives  me  breath, 

And  he  can  fave  my  foul  from  deatfr, 

By  J  e  s  u  s  Christ  my  only  Lord, 

According  to  his  holy  word. 

He  clothes  my  back  and  makes  me  warm : 

He  faves  my  flefh  and  bones  from  harm. 

He  gives  me  bread  and  milk  and  meat 

And  all  I  have  that's  good  to  eat. 

When  I  am  lick*  he  if  he  pleafe, 

Can  make  me  well  and  give  me  eale  : 

He  gives  mefleep  and  quiet  reft, 

Whereby  my  body  is  refrefh'd 

The  Lord  is  good  and  kind 'to  me, 

And  very  thankful  I  muft  be  : 

I  muft  obey  and  love  and  fear  him, 

By  faith  in  Chrift  I  muft  draw  near  htoo. 

I  muft  not  fin  as  others  do, 

Left  I  lie  down  in  forrow  too  : 

For  God  is  angry  every  day, 

With  wicked  ones  who  go  aftray, 

All  fmful  words  I  must  re  [train  : 

I  muft  not  take  God's  name  in  vain. 

I  muft  not  work,  I  muft  not  play, 

Upon  God's  holy  fabbath  day. 

And  if  my  parents  fpeak  the  word, 


I  muft  obey  them  in  the  Lord. 
Nor  Ileal,  nor  lie,  nor  fpend  my  days, 
In  idle  tales  and  foolifh  plays, 
I  muft  obey  my  Lord's  commands. 
Do  ibmething  with  my  little  hands  : 
Remember  my  creator  now, 
In  youth  while  time  will  it  allow. 
Young  Samuel  that  little  child, 
He  ferv'd  the  Lord,  liv'd  undeSl'd; 
Him  in  his  fervice  God  employ'd, 
While  Eli's  wicked  children  dy'd : 
When  wicked  children  mocking  laid, 
To  a  good  man,  Go  up  bald  head, 
God  was  difpleas'd  with  thfcm  and  fent 
Two  bears  which  them  in  pieces  rent, 
I  muft  not  like  thefe  children  vile, 
Difpleafe  my  God,  myfelf  defile. 
Like  young  A  b/jah,  I  muft  lee, 
That  good  things  may  be  found  in  me, 
Young  King  J  o  s  i  a  h  ,  that  blefled  yotuh, 
He  fought  the  Lord  and  lov'd  the  truth ;  . 
He  like  a  King  did  act  his  part, 
And  follow'd  God  with  all  his  heart. 
The  little  children  they  did  fing, 
Hofannahs  to  their  heavenly  King.       ,  *  , 
That  blefled  child  young  Timothy,. 
Did  learn  God's  word  moft  needfully. 
2* 


It  feem'd  to  be  bis  recreation, 
Which  made  him  wife  unto  falvation  : 
By  faith  in  Chriit  which  he  had  gain?d 
With  praters  and  tears  that  faith  unfeign1 
Thefe  good  examples  were  for  me  ; 
Like  thefe  good  children  I. must  be. 
Give  me  true  faith  in  Chrift  my  Lord, 
Obedience  to  his  holy  word, 
No  word  is#n  the  world  like  thine, 
There's  none  fo  pure,  fweet  and  divine. 
From  thence  let  me  thy  will  behold, 
And  love  thy  word  above  fine  gold.' 
Make  my  heart  in  thy  ftatutes  found, 
And  make  my  faith  and  love  abound. 
Lord  circumcife  my  heart  to  love  thee : 
And  nothing  in  this  world  above  thee  : 
Let  me  behold  thy  pleafed  face, 
And  make  mV  foul  to  grow  in  grace, 
And  in  the  knowledge  of  my  Lord 
And  Saviour  Cru*ift,  and  of  his  word. 


AWAKE,  arife,  behold  thou  hafl, 
Thy  life  a  leaf,  thy  breath  a  blaft  , 
At  night  lay  down  prepared  to  have 
Thy  lleep,  thy  death,  thy  bed,  thy  grave. 


0  R  D  if  thou  lengthen  out  my  days 


Another. 


Then  let  my  heart  lb  fixed  be, 


That  I  may  lengthen  out  thy  praise, 
And  never  turn  afide  from  thee. 

t  So  in  my  end  I  Chall  rejoice, 
Jn  thy  falvation  joyful  be  ; 
My  foul  fhall  say  with  loud  glad  voice, 
JEHOVAH  who  is  like  to  thee  ? 

Who  takeftthe  lambs  into  thy  arms, 
And  gently  leadefl  thofe  with  young, 
Who  favefl  children  from  all  harms, 
Lord,  I  will  praife  ihee  with  my  fong.  • 
And  when  my  days  on  earth  lhall  end, 
And  I  go  hence  and  be  here  no  more, 
Give  me  eternity  to  fpend, 
My  GOD  to  praife  forever  more. 

Another, 
Good  children  muft, 
Fear  God  all  day,     Love  Chrift  aKvay, 
Parents  obey,  In  fecret  pray, 

No  falfe  thing  fay,     Mind  little  play, 
By  no  fin  ftray,        Make  no  delay, 
In  doing  good. 
Another. 

T  In  the  burying  place  may  fee  ♦ 

Graves  fhorter  there  than  L  i 
From  death's  arrefl  no  age  is  frpe 

Young  children  too  mult  . die. 
My  God  may  fuch  an  awful  fight, 


Awakening  be  to  me ! 
Oh'1  that  by  early  grace  I  might 
For  death  prepared  be. 

Another. 

J^JOW  I  lay  me  down  to  take  my  fleep, 

I  pray  the  Lord  my  foul  to  keep, 
If  I  fJwuld  die  before  I  wake, 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  foul  to  take. 

Another. 

JjHrfi  in  the  morning  when  thou  daft  awake, 
To  God  for  his  grace  thy  petition  make% 
Some  heavenly  petition  ufe  daily  to  fay, 
That  the  God  of  heaven  may  bhfs  thee  alway* 
Duty  to  God  and  our  neighbour. 

LOVE  God  with  all  your  foul  &  ftrength, 
With  all  your  heart  and  mind ; 
And  love  your  neighbour  as  yourfelf, 

Be  faithful,  jult  and  kind. 
Deal  with  another  as  you'd  have 

Another  deal  with  you  :  , 
What  you're  unwilling  to  receive, 
Be  fure  you  never  do. 

Our  Saviour's  Golden  Rule. 

BE  you  to  others  kind  and  true, 
As  you'd  have  others  be  to  you : 
And  neither  do  nor  fay  to  men, 

Whate'er  you  would  not  take  again.  , 


L  lie  Sum  of  the  ten  Commandments. 

WITH  aij  thy  foul  love  God  abb  ve, 
And  as  thyfelf  thy  neighbour  love* 
Advice  to  Youth.    Eccie.  xii. 

NOW  in  the  heat  of  youthful  blood, 
Remember  your  Creator  God ; 
Behold  the  months  come  haft'ning  on, 
When  you  (hall  fay,  My  joys  are  gone* 

Behold  the  aged  finner  goes 
Laden  with  guilt  and  heavy  woes, 
Down  to  the  regions  of  the  dead,. 
With  endlefs  curfes  on  his  head. 
-  The  duft  returns  to  dull  again, 
The  foul  in  agonies  ofk  pain, 
Afcends  to  God  not  there  to  dwell, 
But  hears  her  doom  and  links  to  hell. 
Eternal  King  I  fear  thy  name, 
Teach  me  to  know  how  frail  I  am, 
And  whe'n  my  foul  muft  hence  remove, 
Give  me  a  manlion  in  thy  love. 
Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth 

CHILDREN  your  great  Creator  fear, 
To  him  your  homage  pay,  * 
While  vain  employments  fire  your  blood, 

And  lead  your  thoughts  a/lray. 
The  due  remembrance  of  his  name 
Your  ntst  regard  requires  : 


Till  your  breaft  glows  with  facred  love, 

Indulge  no  meaner  fires. 
Secure  his  favour,  and  be  wife, 

Before  thefe  cheerlefs  days,  I 
vVhen  age  comes  on,  when  mirth's  no  more 

And  health  and  ftrength  decays. 

Some  proper  Names  ofMt  x  and  W  omen, 
to  teach  Children  to  fpeil  their  own.  < 


Men's  Names. 

A Dam,  Abel, 
Abraham, 
Amos,  Aaron,  * 
Abijah,  Andrew, 
Alexander,  Anthony, 
Bartholomew, 
Benjamin,  Barnabas, 
Benoni,  Barzilla;, 
Caleb,  Caefar, 
Charles, Christopher, 
Clement,  C</rnelius, 
David,  Daniel, 
Ephraim,  Edward, 
Edmund,  Ebenezer, 
Elijah,  Eliphaiet, 
Elifha,  Eleazer, 
Elihu,  Ezekiel, 


Elias,  Elizur, 
Frederick,  Francis, 
Gilbert,  Giles,  t 
George,  Gamalial, 
Gideon,  Gerfhom, 
He  man,  Henxy, 
Hezekiah,  Hugh, 
John,  Jonas,  Jfaac, 
Jacob,  Jared,  Job, 
James,  Jonathan, 
Ifrael,  Jofeph, 
Jeremiah,  Jofhua, 
Joiiah,  Jedediah, 
Jabez,  Joel,  Judah, 
Lazarus,  Luke, 
Mathew,  Michael, 
Mofes,  Malachi, 
Nathaniel,  Nathan, 


Nicholas,  Noadiah, 
Nehemiah.  Noah, 
Obadiah,  Ozias. 
Paul,  Peter,  Philip, 
Phincas,  Peletiah, 
Ralph,  Richard, 
Samuel,  Sampfon, 
Stephen,  Solomon, 
Selh,  Simeon,  Saul, 

Women's  Names 


Shem,  Shubal, 
Timothy,  Thomas, 
Titus,,  Theophilus, 
Uriah,  Uzzah, 
Walter,  William, 
Xerxes,  Xenophon, 
Zachariah,  Zebdiel, 
Zcdekiah,  Zadock, 
Zebulon,  Zebediah, 


\  Bigail,  Anne, 
Alice,  ^Lnna, 
Bethiah,  Bridget, 
Cloe,  Charity, 
Debcflfah,  Dorothy, 
Dorcas,  Dinah, 
Damaris, 

Elizabeth,  Efther, 
F/unice,  Eleanor, 
Frances,  Flora, 
Grace,  Gillet, 
Hannah,  Huldah, 
Hepzibah, 
Henrietta,  Hagar. 
Joanna,  Jane, 
Jamima,  Ifabel, 


Judith,  Jennet, 
Katharine,  Katura, 
Kezia.  Lydia, 
Lucretia,  Lucy, 
Louis,  Lettice, 
Mary,  Margaret, 
Martha,  Mehi table, 
Marcy,  Merial, 
Patience,.  Phylis, 
Ph'ebe;  Prifcilla, 
Rachel,  Rebecca,  - 
Ruth,  Rh<?»de,  Rofe. 
Sarah,  feufanna, 
Tabitha,  Tamefin, 
Urfula, 

Zipporah,  Zibiah. 


MR.  John  Rogers,  minifter  of  the 
gofp-el  in  London,  was  the  firlt  mar- 
tyr in  Queen  Mary's  reign,  and  was 
burnt  at  Smitlifield,  February  14, 1554. — If  is 
wife  with  nine  small  children,  ard  one  at 
her  breast  following  him  to  the  ftake  ;  with 
which  forrowful  fight  he  was  not  in  the 
leaft  daunted,  but  with  wonderful  patience 
died  courageoufly  for  the  gofpel'of  Jesus 
Christ. 


Some  few  days  before  his  death,  he  wrote  the 
followi?ig  Advice  to  his  Children. 

GIVE  ear  my  children  to  my  words 
Whom  God, hath  dearly  bought, 
•  Lay  up  his  laws  within  your  heart, 
and  print  them  in  your  thoughts. 
I  leave  you  here  a  little  book 

for  you  to  look  upon, 
That  you  may  fee  your  father's  face 

when  he  is  dead  and  gone  : 
Who  for  the  hopq  of  heavenly  things 

While  he  did  here  remain, 
Gave  over  all  his  golden  years  » 

to  prifon  and  to  pain. 
Where  I,  among  my  iron  bands, 

inclofed  in  the  dark, 
Not  many  days  before  my  death, 

I  did  compofe  this  work  : 
And  for  example  to  your  youth, 

to  whom  I  wilh  all  good, 
I  fend  you  here  God's  perfect  truth, 

and  feal  ii  with  my  blood. 
To  you  my' heirs  of  earthly 'things : 

which  I  do  leave  behind, 
That  you  may  read  and  underftand 

and  keep  it  hi  your  mind. 
That  as  you  have  been  heirs  of  that 

■  '•'',"••■•*••      ■■'/X  "  -  t  i  ■'•  {:  ■       "  -  -  ' 


that  once  fhall  wear  away, 
You  alfo  may  poflefs  that  part, 

which  never  fhall  decay. 
Keep  always  God  before  your  eyes 

with  all  your  whole  intent, 
Conjmit  no  fin  in  any  wife; 

keep  his  commandment. 
Abhor  that  arrant  whore  of  R  o  m  e 

and  all  her  blafphemies, 
And  drink  not  of  her  curfed  cup, 

obey  not  her  decrees. 
Give 1  honor  to  3rour  mother  dear, 

remember  well  her  pain, 
And  recompence  her  in  her  age, 

with  the  like  love  again.  , 
Be  always  ready  for  her  help, 

and  let  her  not  decay, 
Remember  well  vour  father  all, 

who  would  have  been  vour  flaw 
Give  of  your  portion  to  the  poor, 

as  riches'  do  arife, 
And  from  the  needy  naked  foul, 

turn  not  away  your  eye*: 
For  he  that  doth  not  hear  the  cry 
.  of  thofe  that  ftand  in  need, 
Shall  cry  himfelf  and  not  be  hoards 

when  he  does  hope  to  fpeed_ 


If  GOD  hath  given  you  increafe, 

and  blcfled  well  your  ftore, 
Remember  you  are  put  in  truit, 

and  fhould  relieve  the  poor. 
Beware  of  foul  and  filthy  luft, 

let  fuch  things  have  no  place, 
Keep  clean  your  vefTels  in  the  LORD, 

that  he  may  you  embrace.. 
Ye  are  the  temples  of  the  LORD, 

for  you  are  dearly  bought, 
And  they  that  do  defile  the  fame,  • 

fhall  furely  come  to  nought. 
,Be  never  proud  by  any  means, 

build  not  your  houfe  too  high, 
But  always  have  before  your  eyes, 

that  you  are  born  to  die. 
Defraud  not  him  that  hired  is, 

your  labour  to  fuftain, 
But  pay  him  flill  without  delay, 

his  wages  for  his  pain. 
And  as  you  would  that  other  men 

againft  you  ihould  proceed, 
Do  you  the  fame  to  them  again, 

when  they  do  (land  in  need. 
•Impart  your  poition  to  the  poor, 

in  money  and  in  meat 


And  fend  the  feeble  fainting  foul, 

of  that  which  you  do  eat. 
Afk  counfel  always  of  the  wife,  » 

give  ear  unto  the  end, 
And  ne'er  refufs  the  fweet  rebuke  ' 

of  him  that  is  jthy  friend. 
Be  always  thankful  to  the  LORD, 

with  prayer  and  with  praife, 
Begging  of  him  to  blefs  your  work, 

and  to  direct  your  ways. 
Seek  firft,  I  fay,  the  living  GOD, 

and*  always  him  adore, 
And  then  be  fure  that  he  will  blefs, 

your  balket  and  your  flore. 
And  I  befeech  Almighty  GOD, 

♦  replenifh  you  with  grace, 
That  I  may  meet  you  in  the  heavens, 

and  fee  you  face  to  face.  ,# 
And  though  the  fire  my  body  burns, 
,  contrary  to  my  kind, 
That  1  cannot  enjoy  your  love  , 

according  to  my  mind  : 
Yet  I  do  hope  that  when  the  heavens 

fhairvanifh  like  a  fcroll, 
I  ftiall  fee  you  in  perfect  fhape, 

in  body  and  in  foul. 
And  that  I  may  enjoy  your  love, 


and  you  enjoy  the  land, 
1  do  befeech  the  living  LORD, 

to  hold  you  in  his  hand. 
Though  here  my  body  be  adjudgM  * 

in  flaming  fire  to  fry, 
My  foul  I  truft,  will  ftraight  afcend 

to  live  with  GOD  on  high. 
What  though  this  carcafe  (mart  awhile 

what  though  this  life  decay, 
My  foul  1  hope  will  be  with  .GOES,  s 

and  live  with  him  for  aye. 
[  know  I  am  a  finner  bom, 

from  the  original,  » 
And  that  I  do  deferve  to  dio 

by  my  fore-father's  fall : 
But  by  our  S*a  vi'our's  precious  blood, 

which  on  the  crofs  was  fpilt, 
Who  freely  ofTeiM  up  his  life, 

to  fave  Our  fouls  from  guilt ; 
I  hope  redemption  I  (hall  have, 

and  all  who  in  him  trull, 
When  I  fhall  fee  him  face  to  face* 

and  live  among  the  juft. 
Why  then  fhould  I  fear  death's  grim  look 

fuice  CHRIST  for  me  did  die", 
For  King  z*nd  Cafxtr,  rich  and  poor. 

the  force  of  death  rauft  try 


When  I  am  chained  to  the  ftako, 

and  fagots  girt  me  round, 
Then  pray  the  LORD  my  foul  in  heaven 

may  be  with  glory  crown'd. 
Come  welcome  death  the  end  of  fears, 

I  am  prepared  to  die  : 
Thofe  earthly  flames  will  fend  my  foul 

up  to  the  Lord  on  high.  * 
Farewell  my  children  to  the  world, 

where  you  mult  yet  remain  ; 
The  LORD  of  holls  be  your  defence, 

Hill  we  do  meet  again. , 
Farewell  my  true  and  loving  wife, 

my  children  and  my  friends, 
I  hop^  in  heaven  to  fee  you  ail, 

when  all  things  have  their  end. 
If  you  go  on  to  ferve  the  LORD, 

as  you  have  now  begun,  * 
Ycu  (hall  walk  fafely  all  your  days, 

intil  your  life  be  done. 
GOD  grant  you  fo  to  end  your  days, 

as  he  fhall  think  it  beft, 
That  I  may  meet  you  in  the  heavens, 

where  I  do  hope  to  reft.  . 


OUR  days  begin  with  trouble  here, 
our  life  is  but  a  fpan, 


And  cruel  death  is  always  near, 

fo  frail  a  thing  is  man. 
Then  fow  the  feeds  of  grace  whilft  young, 

that  when  thou  com'ft  to  die, 
Thou  may?ft  fing  forth  that  triumph  fong, 

Death  where's  thy  victory. 

Choice  Sentences. 

1.  P  r  a  y  i  n  g  will  make  us  leave  finning, 
^or^fmning  will  make  us  leave  praying. 

2.  Our  weaknefs  and  inabilities  break 
not  the  bond  of  our  duties. 

3.  What  we  are  afraid  to  fpeak  before 
men,  we  fhould  be  afraid  to  think  before 
GQD.  _____  

Learn  thefe  four  lines  by  heart* 
f~T  ^  ^  ^  communion  with  few, 

Be  intimate  with  ONE, 
Deal  juftly  with  all. 
Speak  evil  of  none. 

A  G  U  R's  Prayer, 
TT>  E  M  0  V  E  far  from  me  vanities  and 

lies  ;*  give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
riches ;  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for 
me  :  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay, 
Who  is  the  Lord  ?  Of  left  I  be  poor  and 
fteal  and  take  the  name  of  my  GOD  in  vain. 


The  Shorter 

CATECHISM, 

Agreed  upon  by  the  Reverend  Aflcmbly  of 

Divines  at  Weflminfler. 
Que  ft    "Vb^HA  T  is  the  chief  end  cf  man  ? 

Anf.  Man's  chief  end  is  to 
glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  forever. 

Q.  2.  What  rule  hath  God  given  to  di- 
rect us  how  we  may  glorify  and  enjoy  him  ? 

Al.  The  word  of  God  which  is  contained 
in  the  fcriptures  of  the  old  and  new  tcfta- 
ment  is  the  only  rule  to  direct  us  how  we 
may  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him. 
Q.3.  What  do  the  fcriptures  principally  teach? 

A.  The  fcriptures  principally  teach  what 
man  is  Jo  believe  concerning  God,  and  what 
duty  God  requireth  of  man. 

Q.  4.  What  is  God  ? 

A.  God  is  a  fpirit,  infinite,  eternal,  and 
unchangeable,  in  his  being,  wifdom,  power, 
holinefs,  juflice,  goodnefs  and  truth. 

Q.  5.  Are  there  more  Gods  than  one  ? 


A.  There  is  but  ONE  only,,  the  living  .antf 
.  true  GOD.  j 

Q.  6,  How  many  persons  are  there  in  the 
God-head  ? 

A.  There  are  three  perfons  in  the  God- 
head, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  arid  thefe  three  ^are  one  GOD,  the 
fame  in  fubftanee,  equal  in  power  and  glory. 

Q.  7.  What  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

A.  The  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal 
purpofe,  according  to  the  counfel oi  his  own 
,  will,  whereby  for  his  own  glory  he  liatlt 
fore-ordained  whatfoever  comes  to  pafs. 

Q.  8.  How  doth  GoCf  execute  Ms  decrees? 

A.  God  executeth  his  decrees  in  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence. 

y.  9.  What  is  the  work  of  er  eat  ion  ? 

A.  The/  work  of  creation  is  God's  making 
all  things  of  nothing  by  the  word  of  his  po  w- 
er, in  the  fpace  of  fix  days,and  all  very  good 

Q.  10.  How  did  God  create  man  ? 

A.  God  created  man  male  <fe  female- aftet. 
his  own  image,  in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefs,with  dominion  over  thecreatures 

Q*  11.  What  are  Godys  works  of  providence  ?\ 

A,  God's  works  of  providence  are  his  moft 
iiory,wife  and  powerfufr,prefervin.g  &  govern- 


mg  all  his  creatures  and  all  their  actions. 

^Q.  3  2.  What  J pedal  act  of  providence 
did  God  exercife  towards  man  in  the  eftate 
wherein  he  was  created  1 

A.  When  God  had  created  man,  he  en- 
tered into  a  covenant  of  life  with  him  upon 
condition  of  perfect  obedience,  forbidding 
him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  upon  pain  of  death. 

Q.  13.  Did  our  fir f I  parents  continue  in 
the  eftate  wherein  they  were  created  1  ' 

A.  Our  firftparents  being  left  to  the  freedom 
of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein 
they  were  created,  by  finning  againft  God- 

Q.  14.*  What  is  fin? 

A,  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity  unto* 
or  tranfgreflion  of  the  law  of  God. 

Q.  15  .  What  was  the  fin  whereby  our  firj) 
parents  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein  they  were 
created  ? 

A.  The  fin  whereby  our  firft  parents  fell 
from  the  efiate  wherein  tliey  were  created, 
was  their  eating  the  forbidden-  fruit. 

Q.  16,  Did  all  mankind  fail  in  Adam's 
firft  transgrcjfwn  ? 

A.  The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam, 
not  only  for  himfelf,  but  for  his  poi\erity, 


all  mankind  defcendingfrom  him  by  ordina- 
ry generation,  iinned  in  him,  and  fell  with 
him  in  his  tirft  tranfgreflian. 

Q.  17.  Into  what  eftate  did  the  fail  bring 
mankind  ? 

A.  The  fall  brought  mankind'into  an  es- 
tate of  fin  and  mifcry.  * 

Q.  18.  Wherein  conffs  the  fnfalnefs  of 
that  eftate  wbercinto  man  fell  ? 

A.  The  finfulnefs  of  that  eflate  whereinto 
man  fell,  conliits  in  the  guilt  of  Adam's  firft 
fm,  the  wantoforiginalrighteousnefs,&  th6 
corruption  of  his  whole  nature,  which  is  com- 
monly called  original  lin,  together  with  all 
actual  tranfgrefiions  #which  proceed  from  it 
,  Q.  19.  What  is  the  mifery  of  that  eflate 
whereinto  man  fell  ? 

A.  All  mankind  By  the  fall  loft  commu- 
nion with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  &  curfc, 
and  fo  made  liable  to  the  miferies  in  tins  ljfe, 
to^death  itfelf,  &  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever. 
.  Q.~  20.  Did  God  leave  all  mankind  to  per- 
ijh  in  the  fate  of fn  and  mifcry  ? 

A.  God  having  out  of  his  mere  good 
pleafure  from  all  eternity  elected  fome  to 
everlafting  life,  did  enter  into  a  cove- 
nant of  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  a  ftate 


of  fin  and  mifery,,  .and  to  bring  them  into  & 
(late  of  falvation  by  a  Redeemer. 

Q.  21 .  Who  is  the  Redeemer  of  GooVs  elect? 

A.  The  only  Redeemer  of  God's  elect,  is 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  being  the  etennal 
Son  of  God,  became  man,  and  fo  was,  and 
continues  to  be  God  and  man;  in  two  dif* 
tinct  natures,  and  one  perfon  forever. 

Q.  22.  How  did  Chrifi  being  the  Son  of 
God  become  man  ? 

A.  Chrifi  the  Son  of  God  became  man  by 
taking  to  himfelf  a  true  body  and  a  refona- 
ble  foul,  being  conceived  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin 
Mary}  and  born  of  her,  and  yet  without  fin. 

Q.  23.  Wltat  offices  doth  -.Chrifi  execute 
€S  our  Redeemer  ? 

A.  Chrift  as  our  Redeemer  executes  the  of- 
fice of  a  prophet,  of  a  priefl,  &  of  a  king,  both 
in  his  eftate  of  humiliation  and  exaltation. 

Q.  24.  How  doth  Chrifi  execute  the  office 
of  a  prophet  ? 

A.  Chrifi  execute th  the  office  of  a  pro- 
phet in  revealing  to  us  by  his  word  and  fpi* 
rit,  the  will  of  God  for  our  falvation. 

Q.  25.  How  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office 
of  a  priefl? 


A,  Chrift  executethtjie  office  of  a  priefl  in 
his  once  ofFerirrg  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  fa- 
tisfy  divine  justice,  and  reconcile  lis  to  God, 
and  in  making  continual  interceffion  for  us. 

Q.  26.  How  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office 
of  a  king  ? 

A.  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  a  king 
in  fubduing  us  to  himfelf,  in  ruling  and  de- 
fending us,  and  in  re  (training  and  conquer- 
ing all  his  and  our  enemies. 
Q27  Wherein,  did  ChriJVs  humiliation  conjifl? 

A.  Chrift'.s  humiliation  confifted  in  his 
being  born  and  that  in  a  low  condition,  made 
under  the  law,  undergoing  the  miferies  of 
this  life,  the  wrath' of  God,  and  the  curfed 
'  death  of  the  crofs,  in  being  buried  and  con- 
tinuing under  the  power  of  death  for  a  time. 

Q.28.  Wherein  conffts  Chri/Vs  exaltation? 

A.  Chriil's  exaltation  confiftcth  in  his  ri- 
fing  again  from  the  d^ad  on  the  third  day, 
in  afcending  up  into  heaven,  and  fitting  at" 
the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  and  in 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  last  day. 

Q.  29.  How  ar?  we  made  partakers  of  tfie 
redemption  purchased  by  Chrift  ? 

A.  We  are  rnade  partakers  of  the  redemp- 
tion purchafed  by  Chrift  by  the  olfectualap- 


plication  of  it  to  us  by  his  holy  "Spirit. 

Q.  30.  Horn  doth  the  Spirit  apply  tons 
the  redemption  pur  chafed  by  Chrijt  ? 

A.  The  Spirit  appiieth  to  us  the  redemp- 
tion purchafed  bf  Chrift,  by  working  faith ( 
in  us,  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Chrift  in 
our  effectual  calling. 

Q.  31 .  What  is  effectual  calling  ? 

A.  Effectual  calling  is  the  work  of  God's 
Spirit,  whereby  conv  incing  us  of  our  tin  and 
inifery,  enlightening  our  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Chrift,  and  renewing  our  wills,  he 
doih  perfuade  and  enable  us  to  embrace  Je- 
fus  Chfift,  freely  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel. 

Q.  32.  What  benefits  do  they  that  are  ef- 
fectually called,  partake  of  in  tins  life  ? 

A.  They  that  are  effectually  called  do  in 
this  ,life  partake  of  juftification.  adoption, 
and  fanctificaiion,  and  the  lev  end  benefits 
which  in  this  life  do'  either  accompany  or 
flow  from  tbem. 

Q.  33.  What  is  f  if lif  cation  ? 

A.  J  unification  is  an  act  of  God's  free 
grace,  wherein  he  pardon eth  all  our  fins, 
and  accepteth  us  as  righteous  in  his  fight, 
only  for  the  righteoufnefs  tif  Chi  ill  imputed 
to  us,  and  received  by  4aiih  alone. 


Q.  34.  What  is. adoption? 

A.  Adoption  is  an  act  of  God's  free  grace, 
whereby  we  are  received  into  the  number, 
and  have  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of  the 
fons  of  God. 

Q.  35.  What  is  fanctification  ? 

A,  Sanctilication  is  the  work  of  God's 
free  grace,  whereby  we  are  renewed  in  the 
whole  man,  after  the  image  of  God,  and  are 
enabled  more  and  more  to  die  unto  (In,  and 
live  unto  rigUteoufnefs. 

Q.  36.  What  are  the  benefits  which  in  Otis 
life  do  accompany  or  flow  from  juflificationf 
adoption  and  fanctification  ? 

A.  The  benefits  which  in  this  life  do  ac- 
company or  How  from  juftification,  adoption 
and  fanctification,  are  aifurar.ce  of  God's 
love,  peace  of  confceince,  joy  in  the  holy 
Ghoft.  increase  of  grace,  and  perfeverance 
therein  to  ;he  end. 

Q.  37.  What  benefits  do  believers  receive 
from  Ckrifl  at  their  death  ? 

A.  The  fouls  of  believers  are  at  their 
death  made  perfect  in  holinefs,  and  do  im- 
mediately pafs  into  glory,  and  their  bodies 
being  [Mil  united  to  Chrift  do  reil  in  theii 
graves  'till  the  refurrection. 


Q.  38.  What  benefits  do  believers  receive 
from  Chrifl  at  the  resurrection  ? 

A.  At  the  refurrection  believers  being 
railed  vp  to  glory,  shall  be  openly  acknow- 
ledged and  acquitted  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  made  perfectly  hie/Ted  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  God  to  all  eternity.  , 

Q.  39:  What  is  the  duty  which  God  re- 
quires of  man  ? ,  „ 

1  A.  The  dirty  which  Godiequires  ofjnan, 
is  obedience  to  his  revealed  will. 

Q.  40.  What  did  God  at  firfi  reveal  to 
man  for  the  rule  of  his  obedience  ? 

A.  The  rule  which  God  at  firft  revealed  to 
man  for  his  obedience  was  the  moral  law. 

Q.  41.  Where  is  the  moral  law  fummarily 
cdn^nehendsd  ? 

A :  The  moral  law  is  fummarily  compre- 
hended in  the  ten  commandments. 

Q.  42.  What  is  the  fum  of  the  ten  co?n-  > 
mandments  ? 

A.  The  fum  of  (he  ten  com  ma  rid  merits 
is,  to  Irve  the  Lord  our  God  with* all  our 
heart,  with  all  oir  foul,  with  all  our 
ftrenguh,  and  with  all  %our  mind,  and  our 
neighbour  as  ouri  elves. 

Q   43.  What f is  the* preface  to  thd  ten 


commandments  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments is  in  thefe  words,  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  Xhe  land 
of  Egypt,  and  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage. 

Q.  44.  What  dcih  the  preface  to  the  ten 
commandments  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments 
tcacheth  us,. that  becaufe  God  is  the  Lord,  and 
our  God  and  Redeemer,  therefore  we  are 
bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments. 

Q.  45.  Which  is  the  first  commandment  1 

A?  The  tirit  commandment  is,  Thou  fhalt 
have  no  other  Gods  before -me. 

Q.  46.  What  is  required  in  the  firfl  com- 
mandrnent  ? 

A.  The  firfl  commandment  requireth  us 
to  know  and  acknowledge  God,  to  bo  tha 
only  true  God,  and  our  God,  and  to  wop- 
fhip  and  glorify  hi  in  accordingly. 

Q.  47.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  first  com- 
mandment 1 

A.  The  firfl  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  denying  or  not  worshipping  and  glorify- 
ing the  true  God,  as  God,  and  our  God,  and 
the  giving  that  worfhip  and  glory  to  any 
other  which  is  due  to  him  alone. 


Q.  48.  *  What  are  we  cfpcciatty  taught  by 
thefe  words  (before  me)  in  the  jirjl  command- 
ment 1 

A.  Thcfc  words  [before  vie)  in  the  firft 
commandment,  reach  us, "that  God  who  feeth 
all  things,  taketh  notice  of  and  is  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  fm  of  having  an v  other  God. 

Q.  40.  Which  is  the  fecond  commandment  ? 

A,  The  fecond  commandment  is,  Thou 
pialt  not  make  unto  thee  auy  graven  image,  or 
the  likeness  of  any  thing  thai,  is  in  heaven  a- 
bovc,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that 
is  in  the  water  under  the  earth  ;  thou  (halt  not 
bow  down  thyfelf  to  them  nor  serve  them,  for 
I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  GoI,vifiting 
the  iniquities*of  the  fathers  upon  the  children, 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them 
that  hate  me  and fliewing  mercy  unto  tltoufands 
of  them  that  love  me    keep  my  commandments, 

Q.  50.  What  is  required  in  the  fecond 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  fecond  commandment  rcquireth 
the  receiving,  obferving,&  keeping  pure  and 
•  entire  all  fuch  religious  worlhip  and  ordinan- 
ces, as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  51.  What  is  ' forbidden  in  the  fecond 
commandment  ? 


A.  Thefecond  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  worihipping  of  God  by  images  or  any 
other  way  not  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  52.  What  are  the  reafons  annexed  to 
the  fecund  co?nmandment  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  fecond 
commandment,  are  God's  fovereigrtfy  over 
us,  his  propriety  in  us,  and  the  zeal  he  hath 
to  his  own  worihip. 

Q.  53.  Which  is  the  third  commandment  t 

A.  The  third  commandment  is,*  Thou 
/halt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
in  vain,  for  the  Lord  will  not.  hold  him  guilt- 
lefs,  that  takcth  his  name  in  vain. 

Q.  54.  What  is  required  in  the  third 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  ihird  commandment  require th  th* 
holy  and  reverent  ufe  of  God's  names,  titles, 
attributes,  ordinances,  word  and  works. 
,    Q.  55.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  thirds 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  forbiddeth 
all  profaning  or  abufing  of  any  thing 
Whereby  God  maketh  h^mi elf  known. 

Q.  56.  What  is  the  reafon  annexed  to  tht 
third  commandment  ? 


A.  The  reafon  annexed  to  the  third  com- 
mandment is.  That  however  the  breakers  of 
this  commandment  may  efcape  punifhment 
from  men,  yet  the  Lord  our  God  will  npt 
fuffer  them  to  efcape  his  righteous  judgment. 

Q.  57.  Which  is  the  fourth  commandment  ? 
A.  The  fourth  commandment  is,  Rc?nember 
the  fabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,  fix+days  flialt 
thou  labor  and  do  all  thy  work,  but  the  fe- 
venth  day  is  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
■jn  it  thou  flialt  not  do  any  work,  thou  nor  thy 
fon,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  mun-fervant,  ~ior 
thy  maid  fervant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the 
ftranger  that  is  within  thy  gates,  for  in  fix  B 
days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the 
fea  and  all  thabin  them  is,  and  refied  the 
feventh  day,  wherefore  the  Lord  blefjcd  the 
fabbath  day  and  hallowed  it.  «• 

Q.  58.  What  is  required  in  the  fourth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  fourth  commandment  requireth, 
the  keeping  holy  to  God  fuch  let  times  as 
he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  expreflly  one 
whole  day  in  ieven  to  be  An  holy  Sabbath 
to  himfelf. 

Q.  59.  Which*  day  of  the  [even  hath  God 
appointed  to  be  the  weekly  fabbath  ? 


A.  From  the  beginning  of  the  world  t  to, 
the  refurrection  of  Chrifi,  God  appointed 
the  feventh  day  of  the  week  to  be/  the 
weekly  fabbath,  and  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  ever  fmce  to  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  which  is  the  Chriflian  Sabbarth. 

Q.  60.  How  is  the  fabbath  to  be  fanctified  ? 

A.  The  fabbath  is  to  be  fanctified  by  an 
holy  reft ing  all  that  day,  even  from  fuch 
worldly  employments  and  recreations  as  are 
lawfufon  other  days,  and  fpending  the  whole 
time  in  public  arid  private  exercifcs  of  Godrs 
worfhip,  except  fo  much  as  is  to  be  taken 
up  in-  the  works  of  necelTUy  and  mercy. 

Q.  6i.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fourth 
commandment  1 

A.  Tiie  fourth  commandment  forbiddeth, 
the  omillion  or  carelefs  performance  of  the 
duties  required,  and  the  profaning  the  day  by 
idlenefs,or  doing  that  which  is  in  itfelf  finful, 
or  by  unneceflary  thoughts,  wotds  Or  works, 
about  worldly  employments  or  recreations. 

Q.  62.  What  are  the  reafons  annexed  to 
the  fourth  commandment  ? 

A  .  The  reafons  annexed  to  .theTourth  com- 
mandment, are  God's  allowing  us  fix  days  of  • 
the  week  for  our  own  employment  his  chal- 


tenging  a  special  propriety  in  the  feventh,hia 
own  example, &  his  blettingthe  fabbathday. 

Q .  63.  \  Vhich  is  the  ffth  com  man  dm  erU  ? 

A,  The  fifth  commandment  is,  Potior  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long 
upo7i  the  land  which  the  Lord  th y  Godg;velh  thee, 

Q.  64.  What  is  required  in  the  fifth  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  requireth  the 
preferving  ihe  honor,  and  performing  the 
duties  belonging  to  every  one  in  their  feve- 
ral  places  and  relations,  as  fuperijrs,  infe- 
riors, or  equals. 

Q.  65.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fifth 
commandment  ? 

A  The  filth  commandment  forbiddeth  the 
neglecting  of,  or  doing  any  thing  against  the 
honour  and  duty  which  belongeth  to  every 
one  in  their  feveral  places  and  relations. 

Q.  60.  What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  thi 
fifth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  com* 
mandment  is  a  promife  of  long  life  and  prof, 
pcrity,  (as  far  as  it  i hall  fervc  for  God's  glo- 
ry and  their  own  good)  to  all  fuch  as  keep 
this  command  merit. 

Q.  67.  Which  is  the' fiocth  conmandment  t 


A.  The  fixth  commandment  is,  Thori 
(halt  not  kill.  ,  « 

Q.  68.  What  is  required  in  the  fixth  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  fixth  commandment  rcquireth  all 
lawful  endeavors  to  preferve  our  own  life, 
and  the  life  of  others. 

Q.  69.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fixth  com* 
mandment  1 

A.  The  »xth  commandment  forhiddeth 
the  taking  away  cfour  own  life,  or  the  life  of 
our  neighbour  unjuftly,  and  whatfoever  ten- 
deth  thereunto. 

Q.  70.  Which  is  the  fevenih  commandment  t 

A.  The  feventh  c6mmandment  is,  Thou 
(halt  not  commit  adultery. 

Q.  71.  What  is  required  in  the  feventh 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  feventh  commandment  requireth 
the  prefervation  of  our  own  and  our  neigh- 
bor's chastity,  in  heart,  speech  &  behaviour. 

Q.  -72.  What  is  forbidden  ?X  the  feventh 
commandment  ?  • 

A.  The  feventh  commandment  forhiddeth 
all  linchafte  thoughts,  words  and  actions. 

Q.  73.  Wfyich  is  the  eighth  commandment  f 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  is,  Thou 
3* 


(halt  not  fteal. 

Q.  74.  What  is  required  in  the  eighth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  requireth 
the  lawful  procuring  &  furthering  the  wealth 
and  outward  eftate  of  ourfelves  and  others. 

Q.  75.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  eighth 
comma?idment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  forbiddeth 
whatfoever  doth,  or  may  unjuf^  hinder  our 
own  or  our  neighbour's  wealth  or  outward 
eftate. 

Q.  76.  Which  is  the  ninth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  is,  Thou fhalt 
not  bear  false  witnefs  again] t  thy  neighbour. 

Q.  77..  What  is  required  in  the  ninth  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  requireth  the 
maintaining  and  promoting  of  truth  between 
man  &  man,  &  of  our  own  &  our  neighbor's 
good  name,  efpocially  in  witnefs  bearing. 

Q.  78.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment,  forbiddeth 
whatfoever  is  prejudicial  to  truth,6r  injurious 
to  our  own  or  our  neighbor's  good  name. 

Q.  79.  Which  is  the  tenth  commandment  f 


A.  Tlitf  Lentli  commandment  is,  Thou  J  halt 
not  covei  thy  neighbour*  s  houfe,  thou  [halt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor  his  jnan-fer- 
vant,  nor  his  maid-f extant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his 
ajs,  nar  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's.  . 

Q.  80.  What  is  required  in  the  tenth  com- 
mandment? 

A.  The  tenth  commandment  rcquireth 
full  contentment  with  our  -own  condition, 
with  a  right  and  charitable  frame  of  fpirit 
towards  our  neighbour,  and  all  that  is  his. 

Q.  81.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  tenth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  tenth  commandment  forbiddeth 
all  difcontentmcnt  with  our  own  eftate,  en- 
vying or  grieving  at  the  good  of  our  neigh- 
bour, and  all  inordinate  motions  and  affec- 
tions to  any  thing  that  is  his. 

Q.  82.  Is  any  man  able  perfectly  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  ( tod  ? 

A.  No  mere  man  (ince  the  fall  is  ablo 
in  this  life  perfectly  to  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  but  daily  doth  break  them  in 
thought,  word  and  deed. 

Qf.  83.  Are  all  tranfgrefjlons  cf  the  law 
equally  heinous  ? 

A.  Some  fins  in  themfelves,  and  by  rea- 


ton  of  feveral  aggravations,  are  more  hein- 
ous in  the  fight  of  God  than  others. 

Q.  84.  What  doth  every  fn  deferve  ? 

A.  Every  fin  Jeferves  God's  wrath  &  curfe 
both  in  this  (Bfe,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

Q.  85.  What  doth  God  require  oj  as  thai  we 
may  ef cape  ins  wrath  andcurje  due  to  us  for  Jin? 

A.  To  efcape  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God 
due  to  lis  for  fin,  Go  J  requireth  of  us  faiik  in 
Jefus  Chrifr. repentance  unto  life, with  the  di- 
ligent ufe  of  all  outward  means  whereby  Chrift 
communicateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  redemp- 
tion..   Q.  86.  What  is  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

A.  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  laving  grace 
whereby  we  receive  &reft  upon  him  alone  for 
falvation  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpeL 

Q.  87.  What  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

A.  Repentance  unto  life  is  a  faring  grace, 
whereby  a  tinner  out  of  the  true  fettle  of  his 
fin  and  apprehenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Chrift,  doth  with*  grief  and  hatred  of  his  fin 
turn  from  it  unto  God,  with  full  purpofe  of 
and  endeavours  after  new  obedience. 

Q.  88.  What  are  the  outward  and  ordi- 
nary means  whereby  Cnrift  communicateih  to 
us  the  benefits  of  redemption  ? 

A.  The  out  ward  and  ordinary  means  where- 


by  Chriftcommunicateth  tons  the  benefits  of 
redemption,  are  his  ordinances*,  efpeeiallythe 
word,  iacraments  and  prayer  ;  ail  which  an; 
made  effectual  to  the  elect  for  falvation. 

Q.  89.  Horn  is  the  word  made  effectual  to 
falvation  ? 

A.  The  fpirit  of  God  maketh  the  reading, 
but  efpccially  the  preaching  of  the  word  an 
effectual  means  of  convincing  and  converting 
finners,  and  of  building  them  up  in  holinefs 
and  comfort,  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

Q.  90.  How  is  the  word  ta  he  read  and 
heard  thai  it  may  become  effectual  to  falvation? 

A.  That  the  word  may  become  effectual 
to  falvation.  we  must  attend  thereunto  with 
diligence,  preparation  and  prayer,  receive  it 
with  faith  and  love,  lay  it  up  in  our  .hearts, 
and  practice  it  in  our  lives. 

Q.  91  How  do  the  facramcnts  leccrae  effeo 
tual  means  of  falvation  ? 

A.  The  facrarnents  become  e (Tec tual  means 
of  falvation  not  from  any  virtue- in  them  or 
in  him  that  doth  adrniruTter  them  hut  only  by 
the  blefling  <  f  Chrift,  and  the  working  of  the 
Spirit  iit  them  that  by  faith  receive  them. 

Q.  92.  What  is  a  facvamtnt  ? 

A.  A  facrament  is  an  hciv  ordinance  in^ 


fhtuted  by.  Chrift,  wherein  by  fenfible  figns, 
Chrift  &  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant  are 
reprefented  fealed  and  applied  to  believers. 

Q.  93.  What  arc  the  facraments  of  the 
New  Tefiamentl 

A.  The  facraments  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  are  baptifin  and  the  Lord's  fnpper. 

Q.  94.  What  is  baptism  ? 
A.  Baptifmis  a  facrament  wherein  the  waffl- 
ing of  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and 
of  the  Sonandof  the  Holy  Ghoft, doth (ignify 
and  feal  our  ingrafting  into  Chrift  and  par- 
taking of  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  &  our  engagements  to  be  the  Lord's. 
Q.  95.  To  whom  is  baptism  to  be  administered  ? 
A.^Baptifm  is  not  to  be  adminiftered  to  any 
that  are  out  of  the  vifible  church,  till  they 
profefs  their  faith  in  Chrift,  and  obedience 
to  him,  but  the  infants  of  fuch  as  are  mem- 
bers of  the  vihble  church  are  to  be  baptized. 

Q.  96.  What  is  the  Lord's  f upper  ? 

A.  The  Lord's  fupper  is  a  facrament, 
wherein  by  giving  and  receiving  bread  and 
wine  according  to  Chriffs  appointment,  his 
death  is  (hewed  forth,  and  the  worthy  recei- 
vers are  not  after  a  corporal  and  carnal  man- 
ner, but  by  faith  made  partakers  of  his  body 


and  blood,  with  all  his  benefits,"  lo  their  fpi< 
ritual  nourifhment  and  growth  in  grace. 

Q.  97.  What  is  required  in  the  worthy  re* 
ceiving  the  Lord*s /upper  ? 

A.  It  is  required  of  them  that  would  wor- 
thily partake  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  that  they 
examine  themfelves  of  their  knowledge  to 
difcern  the  Lord's  body,  of  their  faith  to  feed 
upon  him,  of  their  repentance,  love  and  new 
obedience*  left'  coming  unworthily,  they 
eat  and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves. 

Q.  98.  What  is  prayer  ? 

A.  Prayer  is  an  offering  up  of  our  defires 
to  God  for  things  agreeable  to  his  will,in  the 
name  of  Chrifl,  with  confeffion  of  Our  fins, 
&  thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  mercies. 

Q.  99.  What  rule  hath  God  given  for  our 
direction  in  prayer  ? 

A.  The  whole  word  of  God  is  of  ufe  to  di- 
tectusinprayerbutthefpecialruleofdirection 
is  that  form  of  prayer  which  Chrifl  taught  his 
difciples  commonly  called,  The  Lord's  Prayer. 
;  Q.  100.  What  doth  the  preface  of  the 
Lord's  prayer  teach  us  1 , 
-  A.  The  preface  of  the  Lord's  prayer  which 
is  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  teachethus, 
to  draw  near  to  God  with  all  holy  reverence 


and  con  fill  cnce,  as  children  to  a  father,  able 
and  ready  to  help  us,  and  that  we  fhould  , 
pray  with  and  for  others. 
Q.  1 0 1 .  What  do  we  pray for  in  the  first  petition  P I 

A.  In  the  firfl  petition,  which  is,  Hallowed 
be  thy  name,  we  pray  that  God  would  enable  j 
us  and  others  to  glorify  him  in  all  that  where- Jr. 
by  he  makfcs  himfelf  known,  a  ltd  that  he]| 
would  difpofe  all  things  to  his  own  glory,  f 

Q.  102.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fe* 
cond  petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fecond  petition,  which  is,  Thy  ' 
kingdom  come,  we  pray  that  fatan's  kingdom 
may  be  deftroyed,  the  kingdom  of  grace 
may  be  advanced,  ourfelves  and  others  bro't 
into  it,  and  kept  in  it,  and  that  the  kingdom  I 
of  glory  may  be  haftened. 

Q.  103.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  third 
petition  ?  * 

A.  In  the  third  petition,  which  is,  Thy  wilt 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,  we  pray 
that  God  by  his  grace  would  make  us  able 
and  willing  to  know,  obey  and  itibmit  to  his 
will  in  all  things,  as  the  angels  do  in  heavea, 

Q/  1 04.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the fourth 
petition  ?  * 

A.  In  the  fourth  petition,  which  is,  Gim 


us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  we  pray,  that  of 
God's  free  gift  we  may  receive  a  competent 
portion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and 
enjoy  his  bleilin«:  with  them. 

Q,.  105.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fifth 
petition  ?  * 

A.  In  the  fifth  petition,  which  is,  And  for- 
give us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors,  we 
pray  that  God  for  Chrift's  fake,  would  freely 
pardon  all  our  sins,  which  we  are  the  rather 
encouraged  to  afk,  because  by  his  grace  we 
are  enabled  from  the  heart  to  forgive  others, 

Q,.  1 06.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  Jixth 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fixth  petition,  which  is,  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us 
from  evil,  we  pray  that  God  would  either 
keep  us  from  being  tempted  to  fin,  or  fup- 
port  and  deliver  us  when  we  are  tempted. 

Q,.  107.  What  doth  the  conclufion of  the 
Lord's  prayer  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  conclufion  of  the  Lord's  prayer, 
which  is,  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever,  A  men,  teach* 
eth  us,  to  take  our  encouragement  in  prayer 
from  God  only,  and  in  our  prayers  to  praife 
him,  afcribing  kingdom,  power  and  glory 


to  him,  and  In  teftimony  of  our  defire  and 
aflurance  to  be  heard,  we  fay,'  A  me'n. 
Blejfed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments 
that  they  may  have  fight  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city.    Rev.  xxii.  14. 

SPIRITUAL  MILK 

F     O     R  .  .., 

American  BABES, 

Drawn  out  of  the  Breafls  of  both  Tef laments 
for  their  Souls  Nourifhment. 

.  By  J  O  H  N  CO  T  T  0  N.. 

q  "WM/VSAT  hath  God  done  for  you  i 

A.  God  hath  made  me,  he  keep- 
eth  me,  and  he  can  fave  me. 
a  What  is  God  f 

A.  God  is  a  Spirit  of  himfelf  &  for  himfelf. 
CI.  How  many  Gods  be  there  ? 
A.  There  is  but  one  God  in  three  Perfons- 
the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
CI.  How  did  God  make  you  f 
A<  In  my  firft  parents  holy  and  righteous. 


d.  Are  you  then  born  holy  and  righteous  t 

A.  No,  my  firft  father  finned  and  I  in  him. 

Gt..  Are  you  then  bom  a  finner  ? 

A.  I  wasconceivedin  fin,  &  born  in  iniquity. 

Gt.  What  is  your  birth  fin  f 
-  A.  Adam's  fin  imputed  to  me,  and  a  cor- 
rupt nature  dwelling  in  me.  - 

Q,.  What  is  your  corrupt  nature  I 
A.  My  corrupt  nature  is  empty  of  grace,  bent 
unto  fin,  only  untoYin,  and  that  continually. 

Q,;  What  is  fin  ? 

A.  Sin  is  a  tranfgreffion  of  the  law. 

Gt  How  many  commandments  of  the  law 
be  there?  A.  Ten. 

Q,.  What  is  the  first  commandment  ? 
A,  Thou  f  halt  have  no  other  Gods  before  me. 
Q,.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment  ? 

A.  That  we  fhould  worfhip  the  only  true 
God,  and  no  other  befides  him. 
,    Q,.  What  is  the  fecond  commandment  ?  «  • 

A.  Thou  fhalt  not  make  to  thyfelf  any 
graven  image,  &c. 

Gl.  Wha  t  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment? 

A.  That  we  fhould  worfhip  the  only  true 
God,' with  true  worfhip,  fuch  as  he  hath  or- 
dained, not  fuch  as  man  hath  .invented. 

GL  What  is  the  third  commandment? 
•  >  -  4  , 


A.  Thou  fhaltf  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain. 

Q,.  What  is  mearit  by  the  name  of  God  ? 

A.  God  himfelf  &  the  good  things  of  God; 
whereby  he  is  known  as  a  man  by  his  name, 
and  his  attributes,  worfhip,  word  and  works. 

Q,.  What  is  it  not  to  take  his  name  in  vain  ? 

A.  To  make  ufe  of  God  &  the  good  things 
of  God  to  his  glory,  and  our  own  good,  not 
vainly,  not  irreverently,  not  unprofitably. 

Q,.  Which  is  the  fourth  commandment  ? 

A.  Remember  that  thou  keep  holy  the 
fabbath  day. 

Q,.  Whaiis  the  meaning  of  this  commandment  ? 

A*  That  we  fhould  reft  from  labor,  and 
much  more  from  play  on  the  Lord's  day,  that 
we  may  draw,  nigh  to  God  in  holy  duties. 

Gt.  What  is  the  fifth  commandment  ? 
•  A.  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

Q,.  What  are  meant  by  father  and  mother  t 

A.  All  our  fuperiors  whether  in  family, 
fchool,  church  and  common  wealth. 

Q,  What  is  the  honor  due  unto  them  ? 

A.  Reverence,  obedience,  and  (when  I 
am  able)  recompence. 


%  -  -  , 

Q.  What  is  the  ftxtJi  commandment? 

A  Thou  (halt  do  no  murder. 
Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment! 

A.  That  we  fhouid  not  fhorten  the  life  or 
healthof  ourfelves  or  others,  but preferve  both 

Q.  What  is  the /event h  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  (hralt  not  commit  adultery. 

Q.  What  is  the  Jin  here  for  bidden  ? 

A.  To  defilef  ourfelves  or  others  with  un- 
clean lufts. 

Q.  What  islthe  duty  here  commanded  ? 

A.  Chaftity  (to  poffefs  our  veiTels  in  holi* 
nefs  and  honor. 

Q.  What  is  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  fhalt  not  Ileal. 

Q.  What  is  the  Jtealth  here  forbidden  ?  >  * 

A.  To  take  *  away  another  man's  goods 
without  his  leave,  or  to  fpend  our  own  with* 
out  benefit  to  ourfelves  or  others. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  here  commanded  ? 

A.  To  get  our  goods  honeflly,  to  keep 
.them  fafely,  and  fpend  them  thriftily. 

Q.  What  is  the  ninth  commandment  1 

A.  Thou  fhait  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  a* 
gainft "thy  neighbour. 

Q  What  is  the  Jin  here  forbidden  ? 


A,  To  lie  falfely,  to  think  or  fpeak  untru 
ly  of  ourfelves  or  others. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  here  required-? 

A.  Truth  and  faithfulnefs. 

Q.  What  is  the  tenth  commandment  ? 
•    A,  Thou  (halt  not  covet,  &c. 

Q.  What  is- the  coveting  here  forbidden  ? 

A.  Lull  after  the  things  of  other  men, 
and  want  of  contentment  with  our  own. 

Q.  Whether  have  you  kept  all  thefe  com" 
mandmcnte  ? 

A.  No,  I  and  all  men  are  tinners. 

Q.  Wliat  are  the  wages' of  fin  ? 

A.  Death  and  damnation. 

Q.  How  the? i  look  yon  to  be  faved  ? 

A.  Only  by  Jefus  Glijiftj 

Q.  Who  is  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
«A.The  eternal  Son  of  God,  whd  for  our  fakes 
became  man,  that  he  might:  redeem  &fave  us. 

Q.  How  doth  Chrijl  s  edeem  and  fave  us  ? 

A.  33y  his  righteous  life,  and  bitter  death, 
and  glorious  reiur  recUon  io  life  again. 

Q.  How  do  v)e  come  to  nave  apart  fyfellow- 
fhip  with  Chrift  in  his  death  §  refurrection? 

A.  By  the  power  of  his  word  and  fpirit, 
which  brings^ us  to  him,  and  keeps  us  in  him. 

Q.  What  is  the  word  ?  * 


A.  The  holy  fcriptures  of  the  prophets 
and  apoftles,  the  old  and  new  teftament,  the 
law  and  gofpel. 

Q,.  How  doth  the  miniftry  of  the  law  bring 
you  toward  Chrijl  ? 

A.  By  bringing  me  to  know  my  fin,  and 
#the  wrath  of  God,  againft  me  for  it. 

Q,.  What  are  you  hereby  the.  nearer  to 
Chrijl? 

A.  So  J  come  to  feel  my  curfed  eftate 
and  need  of  a  Saviour. 

Q,.  How  doth  the  miniftry  of  the  Gospel 
help  you  in  this  curfed  eftate? 

A.  By  liumbling  me  yet  more,  and  then 
railing  me  out  of  this  eftate. 

Q.  How  doth  the  miniftry  of  the  Gofpel 
humble  you  yet  more  ? 

A.  By  revealing  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  in  dying  to  fave  finners,  and  yet  con- 
vincing me  of  my  fin  in  not  believing  on 
him,  and  of  "my  utter  infufficiency  to  come 
to  him.  and  fo  I  feel  myself  utterly  'loft. 

Q,.  How  doth  the  mini] try  of  the  gospel  raife 
you  up  out  of  this  loft  eftate  to  come  to  Chrift  ? 

A.  By  teaching  me  the  value  and  virtue  of 
the'death  of  Chrift,  and  the  riches  of  his  grace 
to  loft  finners  by  revealing  the  promife  of 
grace  to  fuch,  and  by  mini  firing  the  Spirit  of 


grace  to  apply  Chrift,  and  his  promife  of . 
grace  unto  myfel'f,  and  to  keep  me  in  him. 

Q,.  How  doth  the  Spirit  of  grace  apply  Chrift  $ 
his  promife  graceunto  youand  keep  you  in  him? 

A.  By  begetting  in  me  faith  to  receive  him, 
prayer  to  call  upon  him,  repentance  to  mourn 
after  him,  and  new  obedience  to  ferve  him. 
a.  What  is  faith  $ 

A.  Faith  is  the  grace  of,  the  Spirit,  where* 
by  I  deny  myfelf,  and  believe  on  Chrift  for 
righteoufnefs  and  falvation. 

d.   What  is  prayer  f 

A.  It  is  calling  upon  God  in  the  name 
of  Chrift  by  the  help  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
according  to  the  will  of  God. 

Q,.  What  is  repentance  ? 

A,  Repentance  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit, 
whereby  I  loath  my  fins,  and  myfelf  for  them 
and  confefs  them  before  the  Lord,  and  mourn 
after  Chrift  for  the  pardon  of  them,  and  for 
grace  to  ferve  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 
Q,.  What  is  the  newnefs  of  life,or  new  obedience? 

A.  Newnefs  of  life  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit, 
whereby  I  forfake  my  former  lust  &  vain  com- 
pany, and  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  light 
of  his  word,  and  in  the  communion  of  faints. 

Q,.  What  is  the  communion  of  faints? 


A.  It  is  the  fellowfhip  of  the  church  in  the 
bfefTings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the 
feals  thereof.    Q.   What  is  the  church  ? 

A.  It  is  a  congregation  of  faints  joined 
together  in  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  to  wor- 
fhip  the  Lord,  and  to  edify-  one  another  in  all 
his  holy  ordinances. 

Q,  What  is  the  bond  of  the  covenant  by 
which  the  church  is  joined  together  ? 

A.  It  is  the  profeffion  of  that  covenant 
which  God  has  made  with  his  faithful  people, 
to  be  a  God  unlo  them,  and  to  their  feed, 

Q.  What  doth  the  Lord  bind  his  people  to 
in  this  covenant  ? 

A.  To  srive  ud  themfelves  &  their  feed  firfl 
to  the  Lord  to  be  his  people,  &  then  to  the  el- 
ders &  brethren  of  the  church. to  let  forward 
the  worfhipof  God  <k  their  mutual  edification.- 

Q.  How  do  they  give  up  themfelves  and  their 
feed  to  tlie  Lord? 

A.  By  receiving  thro'  faith  the  Lord  &  his 
covenant  to  themfelves,&to  their  feed  &  ac- 
cordingly walking  themfelves  &  training  up 
their  children  in  the  ways  of  the  covenant. 
Q.How  do  they  give  up  themfelves  and  tlLcit 
feed  to  the  elders  and  brethren  of  the  church  ? 

A.  By  confefiing  of  their  fins,  and  profef- 


(ion  of  .their  faith,  and  of  their  fubjection  to 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  and  fo  they  and  their 
feed  are  received  into  the  fellow  ihip  of  the 
church  and  the  feais  thereof. 

Q.  What  are  the  feals  of  the  covenant  now 
in  the  days  of  the  gofpel  ? 
t  A.  Bap tifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Q.  What  is  done  for  you  in  baptijm  ? 
A.  In  baptifm  the  waffling  with  water  is 
a  fign  and  feal  of  my  wafhfh'g  in  the  blood 
and  fpirit  of  Chrifl,  and  thereby  of  my  in- 
grafting into  Chrift,  of  the  pardon  and  clean- 
ing ol  my  fins,  of  my  railing  up  out  of  afflic- 
tions, and  alfo  of  my  refurrection  from  the 
dead  at  the  laft  day. 
Q.  What  is  done  for  you  in  the  Lord's fufiptrt 
A.  In  the  Lord's  lupper,the  receiving  of  the 
bread  broken  and  the.wine  poured  out  is  a  fign 
and  feal  of  my  receiving  the  communion  of 
the  body  of  Chrift  broken  for  me,  and  of  his 
blood  fhed  for  me,  and  thereby  of  my  growth 
in  Chrift,  and  the  pardon  and  healing  of  my 
fins,  of  the  fellowfhip#of  the  Spirit,  of  my 
^lengthening  an  1  quickening  in  grace,  and 
of  mv  fitting,  together  with  Chrift  on  hi** 
throne  of  glpry  at  the  fait  judgment. 

Q,  What  was  the  rcfuivcclion  from  the  ■ 


dead,  which  was  fealed  up  toy ou  in  baptism  ? 

A.  When  Chrift  (hail  come  in  his  lafl 
judgment,  all  that  are  in  their  graves  fiiall 
rife  again,  both  the  juft  and  unjuft. 

Q.  What  is  the  judgment,  which  is  fealed 
up  to  yru  in  the.  Lewi's  supper  ? 

A.  At  the  laft  day  we  ihatl  all  appear  be- 
fore the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  to  give  an 
account  of  our  works,  and  receive  our  re- 
ward according  to  them., 
Q .  What  is  the  reward  that /hall  then  be  given? 

A.  The  righteous  I  hall  go  into  life  eter- 
nal, and  the  wicked  fball  be  caft  into  ever- 
lafting  fire  with  the  Devil  and  his  angels. 

A  Dialogue  between  CHRIST,  Youth, 
and  the  Devil.        *  Youth. 

THofe  days  which  God  to  me  doth  fend, 
In  pleafure  I'm  reiolv'd  to  fpend  ; 
Like  as  the  birds  in  th'  loveJy  spring, 
Sit  chirping  on  the  bough,  and  fing ; 
Who  flraining  forth'  thofe  warbling  notes, 
Do  make  fweet  mufic  in  their  throats, 
So  I  refolvc  iij  this  my  prime, 
In  fports  and  plays  to  fpend  my  time. 
Sorrow  and  grief  I'll  put  away, 
Such  things  agree  not  with  my  day: 
4* 


From  clouds  my  morning  fhall  be  free  ; 
And  nought  on  earth  fliall  trouble  me. 
I  will  embrace  each  Tweet  delight, 
This  earth  affords  tne  day  and  night : 
Though  parents  grieve  and  mc  corrent, 
Yet. I  their  counsel  will  reject. 

Devil. 

The  refolution  which  you  take, 
Sweet  youth  it  doth  pie  merry  make. 
If  ihou  my  counsel  wilt  embrace, 
And  fhun  the  ways  of  truth  and  grace, 
And  learn  to  lie,  and  curfe  and  swear. 
And  be  as  proud  as  any  are  ; 
And  with  thy  brothers  wilt  fall  out, 
And  fift3rs  with  vile  language  Rout * 
Yea,  fight  and  fcratch,  and  alfo  bite, 
Then  in  thee  I  will  take  delight. 
If  thou  wilt  but  be  rul'd  by  mc, 
An  artiil  thou  fhalt  quickly  be, 
In  all  my  ways  which  lovely  are, 
Ther'e  few  with  thee  who  fhall  compare  > 
Thy  parents  always  difohey  ; 
Don't  mind  at  all  what  fhey  do  fay: 
And  alfo  pout  and  fullen  be, 
And  thou  I  halt  be  a  child  for  me. 
When  others  read,  be  thou  at  ploy, 
Think  not  on  God,  don't  sigh  nor  pray  • 


Nor  be  thou  fuch  a  filly  fool, 
To  mind  thy  book  or  go  to  fchool ; 
But  play  the  truant ;  fear  not  I 
Will  ftraitway  help  you  to  a  lie, 
Which  will  excufe  thee  from  the  fame, 
From  being  whipp'd  and  "from  all  blame 
Come  bow  to  me,  uphold  my  crown, 
And  I'll  thee  raife  to' high  renown. 

Youth. 
Thefe  motions.  I  will  cleave  unto, 
And  let  all  other  counsels  go ; 
My  heart  againfl  my  parents  now, 
Shall  harden'd  be,  and  will  not  bow : 
I  won't  fubmit  at  all  to  .them, 
But  all  good  counsels  will  condemn, 
And  what  I  lift  that  do  will  I, 
And  ftubborn  be  continually. 

CHRIST. 

Wilt  thou,  O  youth  make  fuch  a  choice, 
And  thu^s  obey  the  devil's  voice  ! 
Curfl  finful  ways  wilt  thou  embrace, 
And  hate  the  ways  of  truth  and  grace  * 
Wilt  thou  to  me  a  rebel  prove?  1 
And  from  thy  parents  quite  remove 
Thy  heart  alfo?    Then  fhalt  thou  see, 
What  will  e'er  long  become  of  thee. 
Come,  think  on  God,  who  did  thee  make, 


And  at  his  prefence  -dread  and  quake 

Remember  him  now  in  thy  youth,  * 

And  let  thy  foul  take  hold  of  truth  : 

The  Devil  and  his  ways  defy, 

Believe  him  not,  he  dcrth  but  lie : 

His  ways  feem  fweet,  but  youth  bewarer 

He  for  thy  fiul  hath  laid  a  fnare. 

His  fweet  will  into  bitter  turn, 

If  in  thofe  ways  thou  ftill  wilt  run, 

He  will  thee  into  pieces  tear, 

Like  lions  which  moft  hungry  are. 

Grant  me  thy  heart,  thy  folly  leave, 

And  from  this  lion  I'll  thee  fave ; 

And  thou  fhalt  have  fweet  joy  from  rne, 

Which  fhall  laft  to  eternity. 

Youth. 
My  heart  fhall  cheer  me  in  my  youth, 
I'll  have  my  frolicks  in  good  truth, 
What  e'er  feems  lovely  in  mine  eye, 
Myfelf  I  cannot  it  deny. 
In  my  own  ways  I  ftill  will  walk, 
And  take  delight  among  young  foils, 
Who  fpend  their  days  in  joy  and  mirth, 
Nothing  nke  that  I'm  fure  on  earth : 
Thy  ways,  O  Chrift !  are  not  for  me, 
They  with  my  age  do  not  agree. 
If  I  unto  thy  laws  fhould  cleave, 


No  more  good  days  then  fhould  I  have 
CHRIST. 
WoulTt  thou  live  long  and  good  days  fee 
Refrain  from  all  iniquity  : 
True  good  aione  doth  from  me  flow, 
It  can't  be  had  in  things  below. 
Are  not  my  ways,  O  youth  !  for  thee, 
Then  thou  fhalt  never  happy  be  ; 
Nor  ever  fhall  thy  foul  obtain, 
True  good,  whiltt  thou  doit  here  remain 

rf  Youth. 
To  thee,  O  Chnit,  I'll  not  adhere, 
What  thou  fpeak'si  of  does  not  appear 
Lovely  to  me  1  cannot  find, 
'Tis  good  to  fet  or  place  my  mind 
On  ways  whence  many  forrows  fpring 
And  to  the  flefli  fuch  crofles  bring, 
Don't  trouble  me,  I  muft  fulfil, 
My  flefhly  mind,  and  have  my  will. 

CHRIST. 
Unto  thyfelf  then  I'll  thee  leave, 
That  Satan  may  thee  wholly  have  : 
Thy  heart  in  fin  fliall  harden;d  be,. 
And  blinded  in  iniquity. 
And  then  in  wrath  I'll  cut  thee  down 
Like  af  the  grafs  and  flowers  mown ; 
And  to  thy  woe  thou  fhalt  efpy, 


Childhood  and  youth  are  vanity ; 
For  all  fuch  things  I'll  make  thee  know 
To  judgment  thou  (hall  come  alfo. 
In  hell  at  laft  thy  foul  fhall  burn, 
When  thou  thy  fmful  race  haft  run. 
Confider  this,  'think  on  thy  end 
Left  God  do  thee  in  pieces  rend. 

Youth.  9 
Amazed,  Lord  !  I  now  begin, 

0  help  me  and  I'll  leave  my  fin  : 

1  tremble,  and  do  greatly  fear, 
To  think  upon  what  I  do  hear. 
Lord !  1  religious  now  will  be, 
And  I'll  from  Satan  turn  to  thee. 

Devil 

Nay,  fool ifl  1  youth,  don't  change  thy  mind, 
Unto  fuch  thoughts  be  not  inclin'd. 
Come,  cheer  up  thy  heart,  roufe  up,  be  glad 
"There  is  no  hell ;  why  art  thou  fad  ? 
Eat,  drink,  be  merry  with  thy  friend, 
For  when  thou  die  it,  that's  thy  laft  end. 
Youth. 
Such  thoughts  as  thefe  I  can't  receive, 
Becaufe  God's  word  I  do  believe  ; 
None  fhall  in  this  deflroy  ray  faith, 
Nor  do  1  mind  what  Satan  faith. 

Devtl. 


Although  to  thee 'herein  I  yield, 
Yet  e'er  long  I  fhall  win  the  field. 
That  there's  a  heaven  I  can't,  deny, 
Yea,  and  a  hell  of  mifery*: 
That  heaven  is  a  lovely  place 
I  can't  deny  ;  'tis  a  cjear  cafe  ; 
And  eafy  'tis  for  to  come  there, 
Therefore  take  thou  no  further  care, 
All  human  laws  do  thou  obferve, 
And  from  old  cuftoms  never  fwerve; 
Do  not  oppofe  what  great  men  fay, 
And  thou  fhalt  never  go  aftray. 
Thou  rnay'ft  be  drunk,  and  fwear  and  curfe. 
And  finners  like  thee  ne'er  the  worfe  ; 
At  any  time  thou  may'ft  repent ; 
'Twill  ferve  when  all  thy  days  are  fpent. 
CHRIST. 
Take  heed  or  elfe  thou  art  undone ; 
Thefe  thoughts  are  from  the  wicked  One, 
Narrow's  the  way  that  leads  to  life. 
Who  walk  therein  do  meet  with  flrife. 
Few  fhall  be  faved,  young»man  know, 
Moft  do  unto  deflruction  go. 
If  righteous  ones  fcarce  faved  be, 
What  will  at  laft  become  of  thee ! 
Ohl  don't  reject  my  precious  call, 
Left  suddenly  in  hell  thou  fall ; 


Unlefs  you  foon  converted  be, 
God's  kingdom  thou  fhalt  never  fee 
*  Youth. 

Lord,  I  am  now  at  a  great  ftand : 
If  I  fhould  yield  to  thy  command, 
My  comrades  will  me  much  deride, 
And  never  more  will  me  abide. 
Moreover,  this  I  alfo.  know. 
Thou  can'ft  at  laft  great  mercy  fhow. 
When  I  am  old,  and  pleafure  gone, 
Then  what  thou  fay'ft  I'll  think  upon. 
CHRIST. 

Nay,  hold  vain  youth,  thy  time  is  fru>rt, 
I  have  thy  breath,  I'll  end  thy  fport ; 
Thoa  fhalt  not  live  till  thou  art  old, 
Since,  thou  in  fin  ar^t  grown  fo  bold. 
J  in  thy  youth  grim  death  will  fend, 
And  all  thy  fports  fhall  have  an  end. 
Youth. 

I  am  too  -young,  alas  to  die, 
Let  death  fome  old  grey  head.efpy. 
O  fpare  me,  and  I  will  amend, 
And  with  thy  grace  my  foul  befriend, 
Or  elfe  I  am  undone*  alas, 
For  I  am  in  a  woful  cafe. 

CHRIST. 

When  I  did  call,  you  would  not  hear, 


But  didft  to  me  turn  a  deaf  ear; 

And  now  in  thy  calamity,  - 
I  will  not  mind  nor  riear  thy  cry ; 
T fry  day  is  paft.  begone  from  me, 
Thou  who  didlt  love  iniquity. 
Above  thy  foul  and  Saviour  dear ; 
Whq  on  the  crofs  great  pains  did  bear, 
My  mercy  thou  didft  much  abufe. 
And  all  good  counfel  didft  refufe. 
Juftiee  will  therefore  vengeance  take.  »  i 
And  thee  a  fad  example  make. 

Youth. 

O  fpare  me.  Lord,  forbear  thy  hand 
Don't  cut  me  off  who  trembling  ftand, 
Begging  for  mercy  at  thy  door, 
O  let  me  have  but-  one  year  mora. 
CHRIST. 

If -thou  fome  longer»time  fhould  have. 
Thou  would  ft  again  to  folly  cleave : 
Therefore  to  thee  I  will  not  give. 
One  day  on  earth  longer  to  live. 

Death.     .  s 

Youth.  I  am  come  to  fetch  thy  breath, 
And  carry  thee  to  th'  fhades  of  death, 
No  pity  on  thee  can  I  fhow. 
Thou  haft  thy  God  offended  fo. 
♦Thy  foul  and  body  Til  divide, 


Thy  body  in  the  grave  I'll  hide, 
And  thy  dear  foul  in  hell  muft  lie 
With  Devils  to  eternity. 

The  conclufion. 
Thus  end  the  days  of  woful  youth,  • 
Who  won't  obey  nor  mind  the  truth  ; 
Nor  hearken  to  what  preachers  fay, 
But  do  their  parents  disobey. 
They  in  their  youth  go  down  to  hell. 
Under  eternal  wrath  to  dwell. 
Many  don't  live  out  half  their  days. 
For  cleaving  unto  linful  ways. 

The  late  Reverend  and  Venerable  Mr.  N  a  - 
thaniel  Clap,  of  Newport  on  RhodNa 
Island;  his  Advice  to  children. 

i?J.OOD  children  fhould  remember  daily, 
God  their  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Sanctifier ;  to  believe  in,"  love  and  ferve  hirn  ; 
their  parents  to  obey  them  in  the  Lord; 
their  bible  and  catechifm  ;  their  baptifm  ; 
the  Lord's  day;  the  Lord's  death'and  re- 
furrection ;  their  own  death  and  redirecti- 
on :  and  the  day  of  judgment,  when  all  that 
1  are  not  fit  for  heaven  muft  be  fent  to  hell. 
And  they  fhould  pray  to  G  o  d  in  the  name 
of  C  h  r  i  s  t,  for  faving  grace. 


